











APPENDIX M PROTECTING AND MANAGING
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CORRIDORS

The first crucial step for effective corridor implementation is more
detailed mapping and analysis of the pattern of tenures, zones, priority
areas for protection and others suitable for rehabilitation. It will provide
the link between mapping at the City-wide strategic scale as in the NCS,
with more cadastral-specific information that will be required for corridor
implementation.

This environmental layer would be similar to Local Area Plans, and will
form the detailed environmental input to planning and open space
decisions, volunteer activities, and acquisition priorities along the
corridor. It will also identify important stakeholders (i.e. State agencies,
large landholders) who will need to be involved.

The information considered in mapping and assessment of opportunities
and constraints on a cadastral basis should include:

e \egetation mapping and other known ecological values (R&T
species, condition information, refined at a more detailed scale
where required) to map location and significance.

e Layers of constraints (slope, flooding, flight paths, other) that
would constrain development in these areas.

e Existing buffers (i.e. around extractive, industrial activities).
¢ Planning scheme domain.

e Status of any approvals and development commitments.

e Tenure.

These layers of information would be used to fine tune the corridor
boundaries, highlight specific opportunities or the most appropriate
tools, and provide greater clarity and detail to Development Assessment
officers as to POS, setbacks and other requirements. It will also identify
priority areas for protection, rehabilitate and management.

The DA process can influence design, setbacks, public open space
allocations and vegetation retention or rehabilitation conditions.

In some areas the corridors and attached remnants could be marked as
‘significant urban vegetation corridors’, with objectives relating to design,
setbacks, POS, rehabilitation, avoiding fragmentation and retaining
connectivity of existing habitat clearly stated.

There may be opportunities for master planning of some new
developments that incorporates corridor connectivity and habitat node
retention.

The detailed mapping and plan (above) would inform the preferred
locations for POS contributions. POS would be focused on consolidating
POS as more substantial and contiguous areas in priority locations to
contribute to corridor connectivity, rather than as small and scattered
parcels.
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Although high land costs pose a challenge, acquisition may be a crucial
tool to secure critical parcels in very strategic locations. There may be
opportunities to purchase land, retain the most significant areas as part
of the corridor, and to offer the remainder for resale.

Landholders of tracts of habitat in important areas of the corridor could
be targeted for participating in the VCA program, or L4W. Criteria may
need to be amended to reflect the urban context.

For some land parcels, a high level of constraints to development
(identified in the corridor mapping task) could make back zoning a cost
effective approach, as these parcels would attract a lower compensation
payment.

Good design can achieve appropriate siting of buildings, better
connectedness through a site, improved public and private open space.

Appropriate street tree planting (species selection, introduction of under-
storey) consistent with the corridor objectives

Many streets may be wider than needed for current traffic levels. Council
could take up some of the space in many streets and reallocate them to
greenspace.

Example: Unley Council, Sth Australia. Approximately half a road corridor
has been reclaimed to create a linear park on land occupied by the
footpath and half the roadway on one side. More than 3,000 native and
indigenous plants have been planted, many selected from the original
flora pre-dating European settlement. www.unley.sa.gov.au/site/page.
cfm?u=498)

Linear infrastructure (i.e. easements) can support an ecological functions
for certain species. Opportunity to identify and work with asset owners
to retain or plant appropriate native species for suitable habitat.

Small areas can be effectively restored and provide seed stock for future
activities. Priority areas can be identified through the more detailed
mapping. Areas should aim to become self maintaining after an initial
intensive period of rehabilitation activity.

Residents in such areas would be a priority for the “Living with Wildlife”
program by encouraging residents to retain or plant appropriate native
species and create suitable habitat in their front and backyards. Refer
Appendix D for a sample of material.

Any revegetation activities supported by Council should support
ecological objectives in these areas by planting species appropriate to
the local provenance and to promote improved native habitat in the
corridor.

Part of generating community support for, and involvement in the
corridor is targeted education and engagement materials and activities.
Material would describe, map and provide visual material of the corridor,
its value, types of species likely to be present, what Council is doing, and
what role residents can play.

Ensuring waterway connectivity and connectivity of vegetation may
require negotiations with State agencies regarding location and design of
infrastructure. The detailed mapping outlined above will a critical tool
for this task.
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APPENDIX O DESCRIPTION OF LANDSCAPE UNITS

INTACT LANDSCAPES - Landscapes with more than 70% cover of original native vegetation

1. White Rock-Spring Mountain Supports areas of rocky heath in the City, as well as the
unusual C. henryi and E. carnea and significant fauna which
requires a large home range and extensive forested tracts.

2. Grampians and Volcanic The core of volcanic geologies, and so supports vegetation

Peaks types not found elsewhere in the City and colonies of Rock
Wallaby.

3. Little Liverpool Range Extensive eucalypt forests link areas along the western

border of Ipswich City provide a continuous vegetated
connection between the north and southern parts.

MOSAIC LANDSCAPES - Landscapes with between 30 and 70% cover of original native

vegetation

4. Pine Mountain-Kholo The largest area in Ipswich - and possibly south-east
Queensland of poorly conserved Vineforest, and therefore
of regional significance. In good condition, with the Sapling
Pocket Nature Reserve and Council landholdings as the
core.

5. Ebenezer-Mt Forbes The largest remnants in Ipswich of M .irbyana and E.
tereticornis / E. crebra woodland. These vegetation types
mixed with E. crebra are regionally significant given the
limited area remaining of the former two types.

FRAGMENTED LANDSCAPES - Landscapes with between 10 and 30% cover of original native
vegetation

6. Rural Fragments Small remnants of Endangered Regional Ecosystems and
Endangered Ecological Communities, characterised by
Brigalow, Queensland Blue Gum and Swamp Tea Tree.

7. Urban Fragments Small-medium patches which provide important stepping
stone habitat and habitat for urban fauna.

RELICT LANDSCAPES - Landscapes with less than 10% cover of original vegetation

8. City Landscape Generally small patches of vegetation within the urban
matrix, provide habitat for a restricted suite of urban fauna.
Contains waterway/riparian habitat linkages.

gy _________________________________________________________________________________
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APPENDIX Q THE ROADMAP SUMMARY FOR COUNCIL

Engineering Services

Planning and Development

Finance and Corporate Services

Health, Parks and Recreation

Economic and Community Development

Coordination and

Partners (external)

The Key Challenges

Useful Tools

Liaison (internal)

Infrastructure Planning

Roads & Drainage

Main Roads
Ipswich Water

Design road and bridge crossings to maintain
connectivity in significant areas integrating
nature conservation priorities (fauna
crossings) into road design

Up front planning of the location and broad
design parameters of major transport
corridors integrated with NCS objectives

Construct infrastructure according to best
practice and updated guidelines

Protect significant vegetation in road reserves
—through road location, upgrade and
maintenance

Roadside remnants study
Operation Manuals and Guidelines

Early, integrated planning

Planning
Development

UDIA
Urban developer companies
Industrial companies

Link the NCS priorities and objectives with
the planning scheme; esp in priority rural and
rural living zones, urban and industrial zones

Design new or updated Codes and Guidelines
for use during site assessment, construction
and operations

Develop a Biodiversity Code (including
Waterways and Wetlands)

Achieve NCS outcomes through the
development process where possible (esp
for urban linkages and nodes) through
consolidated open space, setbacks, design,
master planning

Opportunity to incorporate master planning
outcomes in Rural Living, urban and industry
zones, with a focus on nature conservation

Implement the Vegetation Retention (offsets)
policy in urban areas

Planning scheme codes, policies, mapping,
DEOs

Negotiated outcomes

Master plans

Corporate Finance

Financial Planning

Financiers
Superannuation and other funds
Funds from offsets

Examine the financial implications and
appropriate financial models to encourage eco
development

Present a case for establishing a Trust Fund or
similar to finance acquisition

Review flexible financial models for possible
use in acquiring priority sites

Provide advice on revisions to the rate rebate
and other incentives to rural landholders

Assess the case for raising the Envirofund levy

Rolling fund or Trust
Purchase and on selling

Joint finance arrangements

Catchments and Conservation
Regulatory Services
Operations and Maintenance

Strategic Planning and Partnerships

WESROC

EPA

QPWS

NGOs (Landcare, GA, Catchment, SGAP)
SEQC

Universities, CRCs

Lead the embedding of nature conservation
across all sections of Council

Improved management of the Conservation
Estate, with integrated management plans

Manage recreation and access to natural areas
Leadership in a regional offsets program

Redesign a comprehensive stewardship
program for urban and rural landholders with
improved support, advice and incentives

Improve the uptake of the stewardship
program in priority areas - particularly to
avoid clearing, fragmentation and decline in
condition

Continue targeted and strategic acquisitions
and securing significant sites

Improved databases and on line information

Rehabilitation to improve connectivity in
priority areas

Enlist other partners in delivering services

Demonstrate the importance of ecosystem
services

Flora & fauna database
Management Plans

Landholder stewardship incentives and
support

Web based information

Office of Economic Development
Community Development
Community Events

Marketing

Schools

Urban and industrial development companies
ACCI

UDIA

Drive the benefits of economic development
and nature conservation outcomes

Initiate discussions with key urban or industry
partners in achieving dual outcomes

Coordinate State agency support and input

Seek interest and support bodies from peak
industry bodies

Articulate the business case and business
advantages from eco-development. Identify
possible contributions from ICC.

Promote other industry benefits from the
natural environment — eco tourism, adventure
tourism, bird watching

Increase the awareness, sense of place and
identity through well designed information to
the local Ipswich community

Provide useful information and units for use
in schools

The benefits of other successful examples
Corporate Social Responsibility

TBL reporting

Creative education and awareness material
On line web site

Community events






