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Track 01

I was born on 18th November 1904, at Dr Flynn’s 
Hospital which was somewhere in Limestone Street in 
Ipswich, I think. [His house was in Limestone St, the site 
is now Villa Maria. He later built a separate hospital in 
Roderick St]

I attended Ipswich Central School. First of all that was 
situated down near the old Ipswich Railway Station and 
near the Baths - we used to have weekly swims there. 
And then later on, a new school was built on Limestone 
Hill. The school is now in part of Queen’s Park.

Working at the Queensland Times

My work at the Queensland Times was a very interesting 
time in my life. I joined about 1920 and worked for two 
years in the “Front Office”, as we called it then.  That 
was when the Queensland Times was on the corner of 
Ellenborough and Brisbane Streets. Everybody knew the 
old Queensland Times - it was where the buses stopped 
and it was at the back of St Paul’s Anglican Church. 
I left the QT for a few months then I was offered the 
position of Social Editress and I was there for about 12 
years.

Interviewer: Was it unusual to have a woman writing as 
Social Editress? Were you the first one or was there one 
before you?

No, before I took over, they wouldn’t really have been 
Social Editresses, there were just Social Reporters. I 
think they concentrated on reporting who went away for 
holidays and who was round about the place, and that’s 
about all they did before I took over.

One of my first tasks was to conduct the Woman’s Page 
in the Queensland Times. That was very interesting 
because I used to write a “letter” every week containing 
comments and I included recipes and all those sort 
of things. As well, I used to move around the town, 
looking for other bits and pieces of news. Of course, 
I also conducted the social column - in those days 
it seemed to evoke a lot of interest, knowing where 
people were going and how long they would be away. 
Nowadays we are not allowed to do that, are we? With 
vandalism and that sort of thing you don’t advertise 
your movements.

We used to have quite big columns especially at 
Christmas time. So many people used to move down 

Alison Smith - left - wearing a dress printed with pages 
from The Queensland Times
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to Southport, we used to call it “Little Ipswich”  down 
there. I know lots of Ipswich people who had houses at 
Southport, and they went down at Christmas time.

It was quite an event really. The Ipswich Railway 
Workshops always closed down for Christmas and 
there was an exodus. Ipswich was pretty well dead 
at Christmas time and you could throw a stone down 
Brisbane Street I think without any trouble.

Track 2
Reporting balls

There were plenty of social functions to look after 
especially through the winter months in June and July.  
That was the Ball season and it was a very busy time 
when all the associations ran their annual balls. Chief 
of these would be the Hospital Ball and the Ambulance 
Ball. They were always held in the Old Town Hall and 
were always organised by a very efficient secretary - one 
excellent secretary was Vera Sullivan, the daughter of 
Jim Sullivan who had the North Star Hotel, just opposite 
the QT. 

The secretary was usually assisted by a Committee of 
women who were also very efficient and capable people.  
The supper was served on the stage of the Town Hall - 
that was the only place for it - and in the morning, these 
women used to collect and make their trifles and jellies 
and sandwiches and goodness knows what and prepare a 
beautiful supper.

Mrs Gardiner, I remember, was an excellent person. 

She used to always be in charge of the coffee and she 
made the best cup of coffee I ever tasted. She was a 
very popular woman, she used to go to most of these 
balls. Then I can remember a man named Harry Daniels. 
He was Cribb & Foote’s window dresser and he used 
to do most of the decorations free for these two balls, 
elaborate decorations, he was very artistic.

A couple of hundred people attended, I suppose, and for 
most of the big balls, the Town Hall would be crowded.  
I never ever counted them but I suppose there would be 
easily a couple of hundred. The frocking was always 
an interesting point. A lot of people used to come and 
“spectate” up in the gallery - they used to sit there and 
watch the dances and make their comments.

Interviewer: So they came just to look at everyone else?

They used to come to look at everybody, they didn’t take 
part in the ball they were just spectators.

For music, some balls used local orchestras, they were 
quite good ones, and sometimes they used to import 
people from Brisbane, for example Billo Smith used to 
come up with his orchestra.  That was a long time ago, 
well over 50 years ago.  

Then they always had a Master of Ceremonies, M.C., 
as they called him. One I can remember quite well was 
Jack Shaw. He used to just make sure that everything 
went well and that everybody behaved themselves. 
In those days, there was no beer drinking at all, they 
never ever had it in the balls, there was purely and 
simple a supper up on the stage and everybody enjoyed 

The Queensland Times office, corner of Brisbane and Ellenborough Streets
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themselves. I think they were always started at 8 o’clock 
and finished at mid-night, although sometimes might go 
until 1 o’clock in the morning.

The Town Hall was the main venue, but St. Mary’s 
also used to have very good balls, for the CYs and 
other organisations, and they were always very well 
controlled. The CYs were the Catholic youth group, the 
C.Y.M.S.  

Then the Show people (the QP and A) had a ball at the 
showgrounds. One particular ball I remember was a very 
big affair, I think it was the first ball they ever had  and a 
tremendous lot of people came to that.

My main job at the balls was describing the frocks. In 
the Town Hall I used to wait up in the cloak room to see 
people as they came in to discard their cloaks and so on, 
I thought I would get a better description by being close 
at hand than by waiting until they were twirling around.  

At the beginning of the season everyone had lovely 
nice new frocks, in those days, people used to make the 
one frock last the whole season, and it used to be a bit 
difficult towards the end of the season, if there weren’t 
any new frocks to describe, I just used to have to say 
they were ‘those present’.

Interviewer: So in the description of the event, you also 
had a description of the people’s clothes?

Oh, yes, that was part and parcel of the report. That had 
to be everybody - I would get into trouble if I didn’t 
note them all. I remember one person, I wouldn’t want 
to mention the name, but she was very upset because I 
didn’t mention her frock. 

As soon as I felt I had got enough - of course I had to 
note down the men attending as well - I would go to the 
office and type it out - and sometimes I was there until 
about 12 or 1 o’clock in the morning, typing out the 
report for the next day  - it always appeared in the next 
days paper.

It was quite a job I can tell you, at night time. But 
in those days,  I used to walk around quite a lot and 
there was never any fear of being accosted in any way 
whatsoever. Later, I was lucky to have a car, well I 
didn’t but Uncle had one. Uncle used to be quite worried 
about my walking home because where we lived - up 
near Limestone Park as is called now, Golf Park it used 
to be called then - was about 20 minutes walk from the 
office and I used to walk home by myself at night after I 
had finished. 

Miss Alison Simpson (now Mrs Smith) and other members of the Literary Staff of the Queensland Times, 1926
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Anyhow Uncle got a car and I learned to drive and I 
could drive myself around at night. His was, I think, the 
first Whippet car in Ipswich. I loved driving. I used to 
drive everywhere and would drive Uncle around quite 
a lot to bowls and down to Brisbane, to his Bowling 
Clubs and Tennis Clubs. Aunty and I used to go down 
to Brisbane and park the car at Barnes Auto over the 
bridge and we would do our shopping or take Uncle out 
to one of the Bowling Clubs.  I could drive anywhere in 
Brisbane those days, and follow the trams up the street.  
I couldn’t do it now. 

Interviewer: Did you have any problems describing 
people at balls?

Not really. Everybody was co-operative and they didn’t 
mind my asking them, ‘would you like to have your 
frock described’ and they would say it was alright, 
because they all knew me so well. 

Then I would go down and have a few dances too, I 
always had plenty of dances, never lacked partners, and 
they made sure I had some supper before I left for the 
office. I didn’t stay upstairs too long. As soon as the 
music started I went down. 

Everybody was advised to be there by 7.30 because we 
had programmes, and that was a most important part 
of the ball - to make sure you had a partner for every 
dance. Different men would come up and say “Can I 
have a dance”.  The most important dances used to be 
the first and the last dance and the supper dance, because 
if you had somebody to take you to supper, that was 
very nice. I was lucky, I always had a partner but I was 
never there for the last dance, I was back working by 
then.  Still I enjoyed what I had.

Track 03

Other Social Functions

There used to be lots of morning teas and garden parties 
for fundraising, that was quite a feature of Ipswich. 
There was one very popular garden party at Mrs 
Bottomley’s place. [In Grey St, now the Ipswich Club] 
They used to have big garden parties there, in aid of 
the Hospital mostly, and the Mayoress of the day was 
usually there. I always had to take the names of those 
present, that was most important, I don’t know why 
but everybody liked to know who was there. Every 
social function that occurred, the attendance was always 
noted, it seemed to be the thing to do in those days and 
everybody seemed to be interested and say “Oh, she’s 
there again.....”

Interviewer: So if you didn’t go it was interesting to read 
about who was there?

That’s right, and of course I might have missed 
somebody’s name out and - oh dear!  “They never 
mentioned my name”.

I used to attend the Cambrian Concerts. They were 

always very popular, especially around eisteddfod time.  
The Ipswich City Concert Orchestra was very well 
attended. It was a string orchestra and it was  really very 
beautiful.

I always used to report the monthly meeting of the 
CWA. In fact I was one of the Foundation Members 
of the C.W.A.  I just can’t remember the exact year we 
were formed, it must have been sometime in the 20s I 
think. I reported that first meeting. Mrs A.P.W. Tregear 
was our first President. She was the wife of the Police 
Magistrate at the time and she was a very fine woman.  
Another President I can remember very well was Mrs 
D.A. Gledson. She was a very good President too. 
The C.W.A. was first formed by Mrs Farmer she was 
the Queensland President of the Queensland Country 
Women’s Association. 

There were quite a number of others I could mention, 
Mrs D.G. Sinclair was the wife of the Postmaster and 
they lived in the Town Hall at the time.  She was, 
I think, the first secretary. And I know Aunty, Mrs 
Parkinson was the treasurer at one stage, too.  Miss 
Emily Barker was a very fine upstanding woman, she 
was an ex-school teacher and she was the President 
of the C.W.A. for some years.  She was a wonderful 
person. I also used to go down to Booval to their C.W.A. 
meetings and morning teas.

The Golf Club used to have an Annual Ball at the old 
Golf Club. They also had their weekly or monthly 
meetings. That was in what they called the Golf Park 
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The Croquet Club

Great Britain bowlers visiting Ipswich Bowling Club in November 1926. Alison, her Uncle Hugh Parkinson and Aunt 
Marion are all in the crowd.
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but previously that was called the Horse Park; it is now 
called Limestone Park.  It has had three names.

Then of course there was the Croquet Club. Auntie 
belonged to the Croquet Club.  She used to play every 
week and they had monthly “At Homes” where different 
women had to be hostess for the teas. These were held 
at the Croquet Clubhouse.  It was a very lively club 
then and they used to have some beautiful parties. 
Sometimes they would have a breaking up party around 
about Christmas time, it was the only time people were 
allowed to move on to the Croquet Court because it was 
just so very sacred, nobody was to walk on it.  

The Bowling Club also held big events.  I have a photo 
of when a British Bowls group came to Ipswich and 
they had a big social function. The Bowling Club used 
to have their yearly events and once again, all the names 
had to be taken down.  

Interviewer: You must have known everyone in Ipswich.

Oh, just about.  I used to move about and I was pretty 
well known through that - and of course Uncle was 
involved in so many different things.

Track 04

Hugh and Marian Parkinson

Uncle was Hugh Parkinson.  He was a director of the 
Queensland Times and his father previously was one 
of the founders of the Q.T. I sort of lived Queensland 
Times all my life and  somebody said I must have 

ink in my blood.  Uncle was a very fine man he had a 
wonderful nature and I was very very fond of Uncle, 
and he was of me too, I’m glad to say.  They never had 
any children and I think I benefited by that. And Aunty, 
she was my father’s sister, my paternal Aunt, and she 
was a lovely person too. She and I were all the more like 
sisters. Her name was Marian.  

Aunty took part in lots of functions. She was President 
of the Legacy Club for quite some time, in the Memorial 
Hall and we used to go to monthly meetings. There were 
also lots of parties and morning teas in aid of the R.S.L 
and we provided lunches on Anzac Day.

Aunty was in everything, she was inclined to do things 
to help people and she was a very good Church woman.  
We were all involved in St Paul’s. Aunty was secretary 
of the Woman’s Guild at St Paul’s for about 30 years and 
Uncle was on the Parochial Council for many years as 
well. We used to organise Fetes and that sort of thing.  I 
was in the Girls’ Friendly Society  for quite a long time 
before I was married.  

Aunty was interested in the Bush Book Club. Every 
week, somebody used to bundle up books and 
magazines to send out to bush people.  I know Aunty 
had her turn once a month.  I used to help her and we 
would have to make up a bundle - usually  a couple of 
books, magazines, and sometimes books for children 
would go into that parcel, to be sent right out west. 
People enjoyed that because they didn’t have radio and 
television and that sort of thing then. They would send 

Uncle and Aunty - Hugh and Marion Parkinson
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their books back and get another parcel. I don’t know 
whether it still exists, but it was a very active society for 
a while.

Interviewer: Something else you mentioned your Uncle 
was involved with was the promotion of bougainvillea.

Yes, he and Mr Turley, F.W. Turley, who was the curator 
of the park, he lived in a little house right up on the hill 
in the Park. He and Uncle were very friendly because 
they both belonged to the Ipswich Horticultural Society. 
Uncle was a very keen gardener, he loved his roses and 
sweet peas and he always used to exhibit his flowers 
in different competitions. But he and Mr Turley got 
together one day and they decided that Ipswich should 
have an emblem and Bougainvillea really seemed to be 
uppermost in their thoughts at the time. They decided 
to promote this and eventually it became the emblem 
of Ipswich. Uncle used to take photos of it and he had 
great difficulty because he only could use a box Brownie 
in those days, but eventually they managed to get a 
good photo which was reproduced in colour and used 
on different things. He made some Christmas cards and 
advertised Bougainvillea that way. 

Track 5

In the 20s and  30s, Ipswich was a quiet town.  Of 
course, Cribb & Foote was the centre of it all and after 
that building was burnt down I think it burnt the heart 
out of Ipswich, I really do, because it was the most 
dreadful shock.  C & F’s used to be where you would 
meet, at the corner of C & F’s in Bell Street and it was a 
beautiful shop, no doubt about it.  

There were so many old shops that I can remember that 
had so much character. I can remember all the different 
shops right up to the corner, up to Nicholas Street - 
Minnis Pharmacy, Preddeys Jewellery Shop and Nolans 
on the corner and then all down Nicholas Street there 
used to be Parker the tailor, and there was a Ham Cafe - 
at one stage I believe that was Ham, Tongue and Pickles, 
they had an establishment there - and further down I 
think there was Barry and Roberts, and on the other side 
Berrys the smallgoods place, we used to get very nice 
sausages there, and Horseley’s the newsagent, Goleby’s 
the saddler, and Whitehouse’s Cafe - that was pretty well 
where all the wedding spreads were. I had my wedding 
reception there in 1933.  

Whitehouses was just an ordinary place.  They sold 
cakes and morning and afternoon teas  but they were 
nothing like Rowes Cafe in Brisbane.  But it was a very 
popular place for a reception.  They just made a very 
simple type of thing, in those days people didn’t expand 
like they do now because everything connected with 
food seems to be so competitive now, doesn’t it.  They 
had upstairs rooms where they used to have all the social 
spreads.  

I can remember the formation of the Rotary Club when 
the first Rotary Club was formed and that was early in 
the 20s - and Uncle was one of the first Rotarians too. 
As you know the Rotarians picked men from different 
leading establishments - he was as a printer. The first 
meeting was a wonderful evening.  Something so 
different was the Rotary Club - we were just wondering 
what it was all about at the time.  It has developed into 
so much now. [The Rotary Club held its meetings at 
Whitehouses.]

Nicholas Street - photograph taken by Hugh Parkinson. Berry’s Smallgoods is on the left.
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On the corner of Brisbane and Nicholas Street was a 
bank, the Commonwealth Bank wasn’t there then, but 
there was another bank, a National Bank. Mr Woodward, 
our backdoor neighbour, was Manager of that bank and 
then a Mr Wearne came after he was there. 

Next door to the bank was Berrys, then Billy Mathers. 
Billy Mathers started in Nicholas Street in a very mild 
way [the first Mathers Shoe Store] and I can remember 
when he used to come to the Q.T. and bring in his 
advertisements. He is dead now himself but now one 
of his sons has been knighted  and they have done so 
well, they have branches all over Queensland. I can 
remember him quite well walking into the office with his 
advertisement, that was when I was in the office, I used 
to take the ad from him.  

Some nights I used to work at night time up until 8 
o’clock to take advertisements, I always used to feel 
very responsible because I had to lock the strong room 
up and I had a bicycle and I used to ride the bicycle at 
night time and I had a dreadful time with the blessed 
head lamp on my bicycle  it was always breaking down.  

The Q.T. was right in town there, as I said everybody 
knew the Q.T. corner.  It was a real landmark, I think 
it was a great pity in a way it was sent out to where it 
is, but still I suppose, it has had to expand.  But it lost 
identity, I think.

Track 06

I remember the early Depression Years in Ipswich 
because my first husband and I, Rod Foote, were 
friendly for quite some years before we became 

engaged, we couldn’t afford to get married. He only had 
about two days work in a fortnight and we had to save 
up on that and we were engaged for a couple of years 
before we were married.  But he was friendly with the 
Chief Mechanical Engineer of the Railway Workshops, 
Mr Bobbie (R.J.) Chalmers, and he got Rod a position 
down at Waugh and Jepheson Caterpillar Tractor people 
in Brisbane at that time and that was what put us on our 
feet in the end.  

Mrs Chalmers, his wife, was commissioner of Girl 
Guides in Ipswich at the time and she wanted me to take 
it on but I said, I couldn’t do that, I didn’t feel competent 
to do it. It required training and a lot of responsibility 
with that.

Visitors to Ipswich

You might be interested to know that some years ago I 
interviewed Mrs A E Moore, the wife of the Premier at 
that time who had come to Ipswich to open the Ipswich 
Show. She was a very charming woman.  She told 
me about her family life and so on but I was terrified 
because she was staying at the Palais Royal Hotel. I 
was very worried about going to see her at a hotel, but 
anyhow she put me at ease and she was very nice about 
it all.  

Then there was Molly De Gunst. She was a singer 
who came to Ipswich to give a recital.  She was from 
Bundaberg and she had a beautiful contralto voice.It so 
happened we had a C.W.A. Meeting that day.  She was a 
very charming person too so she spoke to the women at 
our meeting and she was also given a civic reception. Of 
course she sang that night and had a very big audience 
to hear her too.  

The North Star Hotel - photo taken by Hugh Parkinson from the Queensland Timse verandah
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And it might be interesting to know I heard Dame Nellie 
Melba who sang in the Ipswich Town Hall many years 
ago.  That would be in the early 20s. I can’t remember 
much more about it. The Hall was packed to hear her 
sing.  I can just remember her figure on the stage.  

Early Ipswich

Other things I can remember happening in Ipswich if 
its interesting to know this. At the time before we had 
electric light, they used to have a lamp lighter going 
along the streets. He was a man named Georgie Wall, 
and he was a bit of hunch back and he used to ride a 
little pony. I can remember him going along Thorn 
Street where we used to live, and he used to stand on the 
horse’s back and light the lights at the street corners. The 
pony used to stand there.

I can also remember an organ grinder with his monkey 
coming along and playing for pennies in Thorn Street. 
He had a monkey with a little hat on and he used to 
grind around with his organ and people would give him 
a penny.

Limestone Park was only used for golfing at the time.  
They never had any sports in it other than the golf.

There used to be an old ice-cream man used to go 
around in a little open cart with a little pony and he had 
his ice-cream in a big cask with a wet bag over it and 
sell penny icecreams.  We used to think it was just the 
spot to have a penny ice-cream, they were good ice-
creams too.  

There were lots of lovely things I can remember like 
that. I don’t suppose there’s too many can remember 
those now, there might be a few. If I am spared I will be 
90 in November. [1994]

Extra Notes provided by Mrs Smith

I remember the Blackall monument which was situated 
at the intersection of Brisbane and Nicholas Streets. That 
is now erected on Denmark Hill. At the corner of the 
streets was a bank and residence with the Gas Company 
offices in Nicholas Street. 

Looking down Brisbane Street towards the Town Hall 
was where Cardew and Simpson, Solicitors had their 
office. Next door was the London Pharmacy, W.F.S. Fox 
Chemist, a newsagent, Jackson and Meyers Auctioneers, 
Edwards Electricians and Whiteheads Photographers 
where they usually displayed the latest bridal photos.

Next door was Dr W. Jackes Dentist and behind his 
surgery facing Limestone St was Stephens, a blacksmith.

Further on was Peter Spathis Cafe. he always served a 
glass of water with his luscious sundaes. A fish shop was 
next door, then the Palais Royal Hotel.

I expect there would not be many, if any, who would 
remember Bossie Martoo’s open-air picture theatre with 
its canvas chairs and rows of wooden stands for seats. 
I remember a serial picture named “Gloria’s Romance” 
played by Billie Burke, a very beautiful actress. I was 

a small girl but was allowed to go to the pictures each 
week with my Aunty and Uncle as they were interested 
in the serial. It was a special treat.

I have fond memories too of the old silent pictures 
later on in the Wintergarden Theatre. Presenting the 
productions always was an orchestra consisting of 
piano (Nancy White), violin (Effie Toohey), violin 
(Nancy’s father) and a trumpeter. It was wonderful 
how that orchestra provided appropriate music to suit 
the entertainment. later on came the talkies. It was a  
memorable night - Al Jolsen and his “Mammy” was one 
of the first.

The visit of the Prince of Wales was a notable occasion. 
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I was so thrilled seeing him. I threw a bunch of flowers I 
was carrying into his car as he drove past.

Exciting was Dr Brown’s first car - more so because he 
gave me a ride in it. This would have been about 1911.

In those days, the QT was a penny, telegrams or wires as 
they were sometimes called, were a cheap and popular 
means of expressing wedding or birthday wishes. Not 
so popular though in wartime as they were usually 
harbingers of bad news. The cost was only a shilling (10 
cents) for 16 words. Petrol was only one shilling and 
sixpence (15c).

As a concession to summer, Cribb and Foote, Beirnes 
and Bayards provided colourful cardboard fans for their 
customers. Brisbane firms did the same. Those were the 
days when one could sit on a high cane chair at a counter 
to be served by a competent attendant - commonly 
called a counter jumper. Rolls of material were offered 
for selection, the purchase recorded on a docket and if 
paid for, was conveyed in a gadget by a wire pulley to 
the upstairs office to be returned with change. 

Parcels were rarely carried. They were usually delivered 
without charge. Hats were always delivered in large 

cardboard boxes. Customers were allowed to take gods 
home by appro [approval] to make their final choice and 
trusted to return items in good order.

Butchers would call regularly, groceries ordered earlier 
by an “order man” would be delivered, usually with a 
packet of boiled lollies. The ice man called every day 
with a double block on Friday.I remember a butter man, 
Jimmy McFarlane who would deliver a pound or half 
pound of butter on an enamel plate from his horse-drawn 
cart.

Every Friday, Cribb and Foote drove the horses, used in 
their carts or lorries, out to their paddock at Raceview. I 
loved to hear the clip-clop of the horses’ hoofs.

Another fashion was “At Home” days when the ladies 
had a special afternoon each month for friends to visit. 
Featured of course was afternoon tea and the “best” 
china.

Bell Street c1930, photo taken by Hugh Parkinson
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Social pages from The Queensland Times in the 1920s, including lists of people going away for holidays and a 
description of a luncheon for Bert Hinkler at the North Star Hotel.
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