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Brisbane Street, Ipswich early 1900s
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ELECTION OF MAYOR

No time was wasted in conducting elections in the early days. The nomination of aldermen for
the first Ipswich Municipal Council took place in the Court House, on 12 April, 1860. Mr Henry
Buckley was the returning officer, and polling day was fixed for 19 April, allowing only a week for
electioneering. The following gentlemen were duly elected:

John Murphy
Charles Watkins
Christopher Gorry
John Pettigrew _

John Murphy
Thomas Stanley Courtesy Picture Ipswich

At the first meeting Alderman Murphy was unanimously elected mayor, on the motion of Alderman
John Pettigrew, seconded by Alderman John Johnston. He was re-elected mayor in the following
year, and altogether was Mayor of Ipswich five times, earning him the popular title of “Murphy, the
Mayor” He was an adherent of the Church of England. The early meetings of the council were held
in a brick building in East Street.

The pioneer aldermen met every Thursday afternoon, and it cannot be doubted that they got
through a lot of useful and necessary work. The finance committee consisted of Aldermen Murphy,
Gorry and Pettigrew, and the improvement committee of Aldermen Watkins, Bethune and Stanley.
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Ipswich Court House, Ipswich Circa 1887
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TOWN CLERK

At the second council meeting on 26 April, the chief business was to arrange for applications for
the position of town clerk. A motion was presented to employ a clerk at a salary of £200 a year, for
the “keeping of the books and conducting the correspondence and to find security and £500 for
the due performance of the duties”

An amendment was accepted that no specific salary for a town clerk should be mentioned and that
tenders should be invited for the position.

The mayor was requested to write to the Court House authorities to request the use of a room for
the use of the corporation.

The mayor’s request was granted and the council met in a room in the Court House on 1 May. That
room then became the council chambers and office of the town clerk.

The consideration of the town clerk was the chief business of that meeting. Twelve tenders were
received. The amounts ranged from £50 a year to £200 a year. EB Cullen’s tender of £200 was
accepted and he was appointed as the first town clerk of the Municipality of Ipswich.
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