Historic Homes tell a story

How to research your historic home’s
history and determine the age of your house




Observation

@Architectural style will give clues about the possible age

@Design features such as cast iron balustrading, finials,
window hoods and decorative details also give clues.
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Background Reading

@Histories of Ipswich
@lpswich City Council Heritage Trails

@lpswich City Council Heritage Survey




Title Search

Most reliable search
Provides:

@History of land ownership from the original Deed of Grant to
the present

@Detalls of mortgages — clue for construction date
@Details of transmission by death

@Family history material such a marriages, deaths, wills

@l ease information — indicates building on site — not
necessarily yours




How to do a title search

You will need:

@an accurate street address

@Real Property Description (RPD).

@A map showing street location (optional but helpful)

An RPD is something like:

@Lot 1 on Registered plan 4123

@or Subdivision 2 of re-subdivision A of Subdivision 5 of
Allotment 11, portion 2, parish of Stanley.

The easiest source of RPD’s Is from a rates notice

Titles records are held by the Department of Natural
Resources and Water. The type of search is called an
“historical search”.




@Using the RPD start from the most recent title and work
backwards.

@Work back to the original Deed of Grant or stop after you think
the building was constructed

@ (At around $12 a title this search can become expensive)

@In the left hand corner of each Certificate of Title a reference to
the previous title appears.

\Wﬂﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

11173188
M. 1"#[}191 4

] i g
£, Heommer Boox, V”Il.....&i._:.':_FLiblL'r i i

|
|
|
i
i

CERTIFPICATE OF TITLE.

@Follow these previous titles as they go back in time




Warning: there are traps for new players!

@As you progress back the land becomes larger in area.

@Original land grants were often 100 acres and were
frequently subdivided and re-subdivided into smaller suburban
blocks

@A typical pattern was that in the 1880s the land was
purchased as a large land holding. It was subdivided in the
1920s and again in later years.

@You may find that there are several previous titles as the land
splits off and you have to work out which subdivision or re-
subdivision to follow
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Titles contain mortgage information, transmissions by death,
transfers and more
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Remember titles are land records and do not record information
on buildings or improvements to the land




On completion of the title search you may have a history that
reads:

1884 Thomas O’Sullivan purchased portion 675 A, an area of 55 acres and one rood

1887 Charles Mullen purchased subdivisions 107 and 108 of portion 675A in October, an
area of 33 perches and 11/25perch

1888 Bill of Mortgage produced 27 March 1888 and registered 29 March 1888 for £170
from Federal Building Land and Investment Society Ltd

Bill of Mortgage from Charles Mullen to William Leworthy Good Drew Thomas
Mylne and Michael Malley for £210. Produced 3 March 1891 and registered 9 March
1891

New Title to Thomas Henry Bull on 16 February 1900. Registered 20 February 1900

Bill of Mortgage from Thomas Henry Bull to The Brisbane Permanent Building and
Banking Company for £130. Produced 16 February. Registered 20 February 1900

New Title to Arthur Hoare. Produced 5 May 1910. Registered 10 May 1910

New Title to Gordon Miles Archibald. Produced 20 May 1918. Registered 29 May
1918




Post Office Directories

Armed with the titles information you can now search post office directories.
These are like telephone books and contain:

@ An alphabetical listing of the building occupant, usually name and occupation
@A directory of trades and professions with street addresses

@A list of businesses

@Created between 1868 and 1949.

@Held by the Ipswich City Council Library and the State Library of Queensland on
microfiche.

@In early volumes Ipswich is listed in the country directory and may only provide
the alphabetical listing

@lpswich PODs do not have street numbers




Example
of Trades
Post Office
Directory,
1888.

LZ TN

Blackstone ; Stafford Bros., Bundamba ;
'l{!ollmd(.‘-oln Cu. Bundamba ;
8 Braeside Col ! Bundmbs
David Morris, Col]hrj
Bundamba ; Bomhoh (Coal Co., Bun-

damba : &lrbocruﬁn & Co., Bundlmbs.
EEO. WARE, DESPERANDUM
(see advt,, rge 51a)

COMPANIES— ive Co.,

Down ltmt, North I Secretary,
F. H. Allen. Ipawic Gmud Coke Co. :
Secretary, W. C. Kilner. Ipewich and

West Moreton Permunent Beneflt Build-
l.l.llll Investment Society : Secretary,

l-n Secretary, }Vo{gllen
nhclrnnngﬂn ore
lllger Sewing Machine Co., Brisbane

8. Green . Wertheim
chhino Co., Brisbane street: H.
McNevin. Ipnrkh Coal and Coke Co.,
Limited : W. C. H. Kilier.
West Moreton Coal and Cukl Cumpunr,

I.inited .
N.mm Br.mhole Cod
Go , D. Robinson.

Cﬂnmmllu-——.l Brisbane
street; 8. G. Melvin, Brisbane street;
F. ‘I‘hitchnm, Nicholas street

Conrecrionzrs (Manufecturing) — J.
Bouchard, North Ipswich ; C. J. Gordon,

R
Livermore, Bell strect

COUNTRY DIRECTORY.

Crocxery Wansmousss — Brady Bros,

e

Wilkins & Co., Brisbane street; GEORGE
WARE, PINE AND LOWBY STREETS
(see advt., page 51a)

ENGINEERS AND Imonrounners — 8. Bhil-
lito & Son," East street; Springall &
Froet, North Ipawich

Fancy Goops DErots — Mrs. Wilkinson,
Brisbane street; J Rose, Brisbane
street ; Norman Ball, Nicholas street

Farrigr—J. Butler, South street

Fivancian Aaznt—E. BOSTOCK, BRIS-
BANE STRERT

Flm'rlml - F. Blanchard, Nicholas
street; J. Bouchard, Nicholaa stroet ;
W. Lewis, Nicholas street; Miss Fer-

n. Brisbané :trut; F. Strachan,
I:mh; Haenke, Brisbane
41 Reichlrdt Brisbane street;
Iliu llnhr East street ; J. J. Lancasier,
Easv street; A. Grieve, Eaat street;
J. Martin, Brisbane street; Mrs. Moss,
Brisbane street; Mrs. Smith, Bristane
street; F. Whitehouse, Nicholas street ;
F. H. Mead, Brhhnattmut P. O'Brien,
Brisbane street ; Emndul Haﬁh
I h. . Crane, Ellcn h street ;
]"Iint, Brilhnu street ; Mrs, Gehr-
mann, Terrace street, North Ipuduh
Mrs. Hansen, Nicholas street; Hrl.
Ryan, opposite station

Furxirure Wamrenouszs — E. Meggitt,
Brisbane street ; J. Hucker, Brisbane-st.

GINGERBEER AND Eolnl.u. MANUFACTURERS




QUEENSLAND TDW.\E PIRECTORY.

Example of IPBWICH, muuer co, MoraunBosle Seving Mackine Dot

: Gecrge, timbe dist. B m. W. fr. Bris. b
Alphabetical : gt gy R ,m,,|nu J. H. bootmeker, Frisbane st
. ; : o 5 T S 2 ‘I""”‘i‘“'“’ l];mmley Ju.:.f.”.".j;’.’?m Ipewich N
POSt Offlce Hlitm John, et I?ﬁkﬂpﬂ' E " u q"“::fid Beattie Jas. Lowry st. Ipswich Nch

ﬂﬂm &
JF"‘“"'“' & Rons (Publo), fisherinen Times " :Pﬁfg "Thurs. & Sat.), Dedford Mra, J, Railway hotel, Ter-

1 hul'-ona Robert, station owner - ii rm street, Tpawich North
DI reCtO ry, Kenny William, asaistant a E:i:rﬂ!:*:dﬂ;‘img::sf. *1:;:: :!’ re. M p.l!i'lurtlu streat,
Leary & Co. {Plu: }, timber mebts | ., Ruailiva Turlu [menihiy) & .'Ilnl.'na '*' Co. {T. C.), drapers (L.}
1900 Leftwich R. W. & Sons, oysler mece Py rf: (month! ] ¥ i, _ iW. Brynn, manager), Nicholas st
MeDonald Jn]m. boaiman tel. J;:f‘[ 0. moriiiyl i PO sl W, M. nrinter 3 'le.‘-fhlﬂd{!r_,
MoMahon John, lightkeeper # Topr, ssifern  Chronicle,”
Missing Herbert & {'.a. farmers Abbott Robart, Basin Pmkn'r. i?‘llgnbumn,gh strest.  Has advert
Moifat John, farmer Adair Miss, Bmith strest Bennstt Henry, Thorn strect
Reilly Bam, T. %ﬂb Iuc. off Adamson Bev, J. (Meth) Bennett Bobert, Thorn streat
Reilly Btaphen 8. bostm dl Chong, gardener, [pswich West Bennett Thnmu, draper & grocer,
& Co. {Patrick), tdmb“ mers |Ah Man, gardenss, Ipswich West Brishane street
Ward John, oyster merchant Ak Wah, gurdener, [pswich West | Bennett William, Thern strest
Wheeler Henry, fisherman Aldridge Willinm, H'I:,n']; |Bermtt. William, Ipswich Nerth
Allem . chemist, Brishane st | Berry Alex. Burnett street
IHTIGTA (North. Eﬂhl} Wide Bay| Allen F. ©. H. Flint street Berry John, Burneth street
EXTm. N. fr. Brise. ;rail io|Allen (3, W, South street Berry Jos, Pelican st, Ipawich Nth
deﬂ;, thenee B m. Allen (feorge, Burnett straet Burry Willism B, Limestone street
Amos Edw, T. storekeeper Allen Robt. bootmaker. Brishane s |Eetts Wm. (P & R.), N, Ipswich
“Anderson James, farmer Allianca Asszen. Co. (H. Wyman, | Biddle Edvward, Ipswich Nort
Anderson James, jun. farmer agent), East strect ‘Bilton .lndrew, Bmlth strest
Anderson Thomas, farmer " |Amns Thomas. Nicholes street Rilton James, Bouth street, IF,anh
Ashton Benjamin, seleator Anderson Andrew, (ordon etreat Bishop . foreman R wrks
Batstone Jamus, l.u%r planter Anderson Mra, M, Terrace street  |Bindley to, Pine st ps-.mh Nth
Bloomfisld Geor Archibald George, Esstwood strest | Bishop Jobm, dyer, Brishane strect
Boisen Neils P. Argon Francis, Moores lane Black Jos, blacksinith, Down street,
Baisen Pater, fl.mm A.m-tm,g- Dlw'lli Mmgr. Baﬁ-tl Bank| TIpswich North =
Brown David, selector Armstrong I Blair Gordon, Enﬂm rowd
Brown Thcanm, farmer Anmsirung T]lumaa, Ferguson streel |Blair J. W, barriste
Budgen 0. farmer Ash Bvdney, fruiterer, Brishane st.w | Blakely Arthur, Smﬂ.h st Tpawich 3
Buss & Others, sugar milla .hsn'un Mra. draper Blakie 3[rs. nurs:, Ihewn strect,
Charteris J. Iumur ;iqlum for Insane {81l Lewis, supl) Ipswich North l
Cistowski H’ﬂ? d James, Ferguzon street | Boatwright Hy. Tiger st. Inswich W
Oluek Cherles, farmer Auld Willinm, Ferguson street Inua.tnigjlt. JIn. Tiger st, Ipswich W
Clark Jameas, farmer Aust. J. 3, Bk (Anty, W, Darvall, | Boatwright T. W. Omar street
Cullen James, hoilder ' mAanamer) Bolten James, Durling stract
Cunningham Robert, farmer Arlott . Bmith street Halton Frederick, Syntax street
melt Grosvenor G mgr. Duss k| Bailer Mrs, L, fruiterer, Nicholas st| Boltan Patk, Down st IE.n sh Nth
| Baines E. . Micholus stret Buody Thomas W, dresecr,
G-m'rla .T-mu, bader Baines George, Derling stroet Nicholas street
Grahem Thomas, nwm Baines Mra. Martin street Boody Wm. ea® propr. Woed ¥adrd
(GGreen Samuel Baines Thomas, nuctnr. Brishone st|Boody W, J, Herberl sireet |
Haig A. C. lﬁg&r})lm Ball Jumes, meedaman & statiomer, | Boole M, A, Lunnutona street |
Bnudmkm rror Nichnlng street Booth Mre, Canidng street
* Hill James, farmer E"ﬂk of Aust. (J. M. Oillespie, | Booth Bamuel 0. Martin sloeet)
Holliday Joseph, overseer Tl Brilhm:l.e shreet Boothman 1. 'W. erl:et- SUUTE |
Hunt William..J. farmer Bank of N 8. W. {dlex. F. White Boothman Jos. W. (Rohinson .£' B}
Jarhnke E. farmer hill, mlm-gu! Ensl slreat Boothman Mrs. 'I;'.’I+ Wamck road),
Kivien Thomas, farmer Barclay Jowes, Uarling atrest Hooval Brew |
Larsin Oscar, selector Barden Mis, Boderick street 'E tb:-ck sac, & m
Larsen Badoc. farmer Barff M. Flis. Limestone sireet | Born Jacob, TAX SETee \
Madezn Anders J, ﬁmar Rarker Miss, Fast streat BORM J. AMBROBE, golicitor ko
Madsen Mads . Borker Mrs, T. B. East strest ehals awich.  Fes ca




Pitfalls of Post Office Directories

@People’s names can be omitted or
spelt incorrectly

@Places can be inadvertently changes around or the street
number listed incorrectly

@Not always up-to-date

@Lessees rarely appear in titles and they may be listed in Post
Office Directories so there will be no correlation with titles

@Whilst a far from perfect source when they do match with the
titles office records there is a good indication that a buildings
exists on site




Almanacs

Almanacs like Pugh’s
Almanac in 1916 are
useful for businesses
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APSWICH—1 i Li o]

FURNITURE DEALERS.
Colthap J. R, ‘\'.l.'h;:,'.u: stregt
CHbE amd i ke,
Lwwden, (2. r
Harper, W rnat
Liynes, Mrs
IReed, o, W., T.l:l".ﬂ]-n.uu ahieel
Reddy, T, Tirighana rrrest

GUACCEAS AND GENERAL
STOREKEEPERE.

Darcy awd Boberts, Michalsg strest
Frawlg, 5., HMerth IpeEw on
H"uJ\.u, A., North Tpewich
e,
Grinn &0 Fuate, Lr 1sbRTA  Etreak
Lhalt il:n Eras.

PR I-Tlo=|'-llw F'l[tl 4
i Lowe Broa, Warwick toad
n, H. 0.

. H. T., a=zdl Co, Toweskans stoees
Jdohnaton, W. L., Brishang sirect
HJIJ(J.I-.‘b.‘I.l, L., Pine slreel, Notth Tpawleh
Real W, Frichans strest
Reid avd Wreier, Hrichone ar

1nille e ad =
Leilly, H., Iawn stoeer, Moolh Tpswich

Hhire, 11, Hrisboce ecreet

Hieman, W, and. Scnn, Hrishanse steeet
Bmith 5, West Pl

Spresaer, J., Morth Ipewish
Eummcrviii, L. Norih Ipswick

Peall, 1b., Nurfh Ipswich

'l'|'u'.1:. '_i.'turl_.:'r, North 1wewich

GUNSMITH and LOCKSMITH,
volper, J., Ercbame aircch
HAIRDRESSERS and
TOBACCONISTS.
Brunlorein, W Srlebane strect
iy ehinias ACpeRT
Worsh Ipswic
K, Brisbaue strecl
T, r.I. ‘1., FBrickane Etrech
., Hrighate glieel
Heall, .ﬁ. Brishange atresk
Bhorn, I, Tirsbane girept
Thomee, T. H., Nieholaz etrest
Weode, T irivhunz =lraet
HOTELS.
1:Ui'l‘-ﬂ'
.Illr
North Tpswien)
G ; :
y 'J|III. I" trnrlen, Brisbane at.

Ehga,
Ny 11|| Erisli

INSURANCE AGENTS.
A A mEmile—Insaran g, §

IMEECTORY,

JOINERY WORKS.
v oley @nd Soms. Beshone street
ity Toinery Works, Nurihk

Elisbont strent
rigor, 1., Tilenbarewgh siree
Weight, E, Wandand Panket
; MACHINERY MERCHANTS.
Lorhat, P. ., and Co., Nurek Tpewion
Cribh and Pacta, Nicholes stroat
BEihto, &, aod Sone=, Rask stroet

MEDICAL MEN.
Brown, E. E., Limceloas Hill
Uomeron, J. A, TNast elroat
Fiyni, J., Limestene strest
Hart, BE., Tast slreck
Hﬂ-ﬂdﬂ'ﬁﬁu% R.. Dnst strest
Maodonald, J., Briviieue stroet
Putteraom, M., Trishane etraat
Vi J..-.-s-.b'_-l'g, W, H., Woghora atresk
MERCHANTS.
Ccibh nog Forte, Hrisbame strosh
Hiemon, & T, sud Buns, Nichnias strees
MONUMENTAL MASONS.
(Hia ' Dlonempzonn”p
MUSICAL INSTRUMENT
WAREHOUSES.
Werlhiean Dl:l.l L. Brisbune =lreel
Dacher, W. B, Drisbone stroos
rTa.r.-rn.\. A Michsne strest
h"u:r_lul_e'l-rl ||!_ s, Wriehane =treel
Wihitehwee, 2. B, gad Uo., Nichoons gteect
MNEWSAOENTS.
(Sep Hookanllers.)

HEWSPAPERS.
“Qemnaland  Tioes ™ (oaly dal I_'.I Pl in
the. Weet Moreton 1Matrlet, 1d )
v gucenslond Lgador
“ Rallway ‘Tinges ™
OYSTER SALQONS.
Rlch, J., Bridizmm amd Niclodas stresl
- PAINTERS.
Thxer, I, Quarry skrest
frruicger, H., Trishana stoeet
Holmes, T., North Ipewich
Ko, O, A, Brsbane acroct
Mlinienn, K., Cre Mila
Xiles Broa., Fsrrefh street
Wallia, J.. Darling slreet

PHOTOGRAPHERS.
Whiteheed, F. A, Brisbame atxcet
Willinma, IL, ©., Nicholss street

PLUMEBERS.
Ersgg, €., Horth Tpswich
Qulhbzrl, J., Elleaboromgh slreet
Eanby wmi Doangarfield, Hristang stroct
Polmer, I, Brisbane smrest
Pavns, 4. E, Limestons strast
Pye, ¥. J., Brichome stzect

PRINTERS.
(Beq ' Kewsponprors, ')

PAODUCE MERCHANTE.
Barrets and Hizwm, Nicholos stroes
Criktk and Foote, Drishane strest
Tieal, M., Brishane ztrest
Shiee, Lh, Brisbans strows
i".‘-i._ﬂ.uuu. 'h"' wni]l Bous, Brisbene sbrest
Wilsom, 3. H., and Co., Kt street




Newspapers

Advertisements can provide
clues about buildings such at
this Queensland Times
Advertisement

If you are keen you can
search for tender notices
— a time consuming and
often un-rewarding
process.

Note the non-specific
location details!

E.!LI"DEL:I.&.I AFPRIL 10, 1884,

_ .LiMLb M LTILL & C0.,

. NICHOLAS-STHERET, '[]_"-‘-‘n\TIL.E[.
ARE IN RBEOHIET
oF
T REGULAR F'FFITJ'IM_L.-N

ALL CLASSES HF HAIIII’#M{E,

FROX
ENGLAND, THE COMTINERT, asd AMERIOA. -

-‘L“l Lt ﬂ"-"' LATEST SHIPMENTS masy be noted the
- Followingeg Tines
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Aan BT, BOF HeT Liasy,

FOOTEBALLS! FOOTBALLZ!! FOOTBATILS!N! A

"To O ;n. tora,

EN DERS afe invited, up to noon on MONDAY,
the Ist February, for BUILDING a S8HOF in
' Btisbapestreet, v
* 'Plan iml Specitications mar ha deen nt my Office,
. SHENTON,
: Architect.
.ﬁ::'m!.i;'ﬂii, 188G, : 472

Tc- Clontractors.

ENTDIEERS ara invited, up to Noon'on FRIDAY,
the fth Fl'bfﬂﬂj', !nr BUILDING ADDI-
'T{GHB and BREPAIRS to TWO HﬂUBEﬂ about
i 'FM Mile from Town, _
‘For particulars, apply to

o - §. SHENTON,

p Architect,
Jannary 27, 1586, 400

Mutdapilly Divisional Board,

FIENDERS will be received at this Office, until 11
! ololock a.m. on BATURDAY, the Gth Feb-

. ruary, for the following CONTRACTS 1—

Contrack No. 1.—Feucing Both Sides of Now Road
<7 in “Portion 64, Parish of Thorn (Mr. C.
* Orgprnrensen's); Fifty Chaios (more or less);
Two Hail ¥plit Fabce,
Contrict No, 2.—Hepairs to Roads and Calverts
- labout Grandchester,




Council Records

@Sewerage plans held by Ipswich City Councll

o T e

BM.IGE
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@Council rate books and valuation registers held by
Queensland State Archives




Photograph Collections

@lpswich City Council Library - Picture Ipswich

@John Oxley Library in State Library of Queensland

@lpswich Historical Society




Oral Sources

@Talk to neighbours

@Contact former owners from
the names In the Title records
and post office directories

@May hold photographs, diaries
and manuscripts of interest




Architects records

@Fryer Library, University of
Queensland, holds extensive collection
of architectural plans

@John Oxley Library also holds some
manuscripts such as architect’s tender
books




Further reading:

@lpswich City Council heritage Information
Kit

@Guides to researching your house by
Brisbane City Councll

@Guides by National Trust of Queensland







