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INTRODUCTION TO MAP OF MYSTERY
This program has been designed as a self-facilitated environmental education activity to engage students  
in wildlife conservation and Australian native fauna  The program is divided up into three chapters as 
outlined below:

CHAPTER ONE
Chapter One engages students in conservational terminology, animal classification and surrounding 
local wildlife  Students discover how to read and follow maps, including identifying keys  They will 
also discover the Ipswich City Council’s sustainability and conservational work and the importance of 
protecting local native flora and fauna 

CHAPTER TWO
This chapter entails an excursion held within Queens Park  Students engage in map reading exercises and 
active tracking to identify Australian native fauna  Following on from these exercises the students will 
examine the classification of the animals and their conservation status  Wildlife native to their school 
and home region will also be discussed  Through identifying the human impacts posed on the local flora 
and fauna, students will apply problem solving skills to reduce their impact on the natural environment  

CHAPTER THREE
Post excursions activities are conducted back in the classroom  Students will discover additional 
biological information on species-specific Australian wildlife, anthropogenic influences on fauna and 
the overarching value of protecting our natural environment  Students will engage in problem solving 
actions to reduce human impact and improve conservational actions for the native flora and fauna on 
a global scale  Students can apply these learnings to their home, local parks and gardens and on the             
school grounds  
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CHAPTER ONE
PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES

• Familiarise your students with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999) 
(EPBC) conservation statuses that include the following: 

Least Concern;
Near Threatened;
Vulnerable, Endangered;

Critically Endangered;
Extinct in the Wild; and
Extinct  

• Prepare your students with map reading exercises with the use of keys  This activity will assist in the 
excursion day activities 

• Who is Ipswich City Council and what do they do? Visit the Ipswich City Council website and explore 
the information provided on Queens Park and the Nature Centre under ‘Parks Search’  You may wish 
to explore other parks located within Ipswich including the Conservation Estates and Reserves and 
parks close to your school  If you wish to further explore the Ipswich City Council current education 
activities and programs these are available on the website at the below links:

www.discoveripswich.com.au 
www.ipswich.queensland.gov.au
www.ipswich.queensland.gov.au/about_ipswich/environment  
    (this can also link to some of your Civics studies on the purpose of government)

• Discover the historical information on Queens Park and Ipswich Nature Centre  Ask the students to 
conduct their own research and discover more on the park  Some guiding questions may include: 

Who was the first park curator? 
What year was the Ipswich Nature Centre first opened to the public?
What are some of the significant trees that were planted in this park?
Why are these trees so significant? Ie  Cultural heritage to the Aboriginal peoples, native   
     vegetation, habitat etc  
Can your students identify the local Aboriginal peoples of this area?

• Brainstorm with the students about animal habitats and what determines a healthy habitat 

• Brainstorm, research and/or discuss the reasons why a species has been listed with a conservation 
status of Near Threatened or higher 

• Research Australian native fauna and explore which of these native fauna are found within Ipswich  
Has there been wildlife spotted on the school grounds and in their backyards? Are any of these 
animals considered Vulnerable, Endangered or Critically Endangered? 

• Explore the Ipswich area and current land use activities  This may include mining, shopping centres, 
housing estates and schools  What types of environments surround these land use activities and 
how are these impacting the natural areas? Land use maps can be found at   http://pdonline 
ipswich qld gov au/ provided by Ipswich City Council Planning and Development 

• Discuss animal classification and how these are identified through species, class, size, shape,  
life-cycle, including the use of a dichotomous key and other guides used in identification 

• Identify what qualities a Mystery Tracker must possess  You may like to to use the Role-on-the-Wall 
Activity as identified on page 9 
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PREPARE FOR THE EXCURSION

• Present the invitation letter to your students as a classroom activity  Remember! It is important to 
ensure you keep it a secret until now (see page 6) 

• Contact Ipswich City Council on (07) 3810 6666 to arrange a suitable time for an education 
volunteer or staff member to be present 

• Present Mystery Tracker name badges  Students may wish to decorate these with their designs  
Ensure to collect these after each class and bring along on the excursion day (see page 15)  

• Respond to the letter as a group, clearly stating that as a class you will accept the invitation to assist 
Ipswich City Council, become Mystery Trackers and will attend on the date suggested (this date will 
need to be determined by yourself) 

• Discuss what a rubbish free lunch is, and how this can be done within their own lunchboxes  Brainstorm how 
to create a litter free lunch to ensure that all lunches brought on the excursion day have minimal waste 

• Recap information on Queens Park, cultural heritage and the significant native vegetation and 
wildlife to identify   

• Read Visitor Information and Background as provided below 

To ensure your visit is hassle free and for further information or assistance, please contact 
the Ipswich City Council Environmental Education Officer on (07) 3810 6666. This will enable 
the Nature Centre staff to have the exhibits prepared for your visit and the Queens Park 
Environmental Education Centre (QPEEC) Conference Room available for your use. 

IPSWICH NATURE CENTRE VISITOR INFORMATION AND BACKGROUND

Please read carefully  This is very important information for your own safety but also for the safety of the 
animals at the Nature Centre:

• No feeding of any of the animals

• No dogs or domestic animals allowed in the Nature Centre – not even small carried dogs

• No using/riding of – roller blades, skate boards, bicycles or the like  These are to be pushed or 
carried (or locked up outside)

• Please put all rubbish in bins as litter can cause injury to animals if eaten

• Children should be accompanied by an adult at all times

• Always walk through the Nature Centre, running can be dangerous to yourself and other visitors and 
can also frighten the animals

• Please do not chase, catch, pick up or harass any animals

• Please stay on paths at all times – no exceptions

• Members of the public are not to enter the enclosures – not even for photos

IPSWICH NATURE CENTRE BACKGROUND INFORMATION

• Native and domestic animals have been displayed in Queens Park since the 1920s in a variety of enclosures 

• In 1998, as part of Ipswich City Council’s (ICC) ongoing commitment to the environment and 
conservation, a new and exciting wildlife facility was constructed 



• In December 1998 Stage 1 of Ipswich Nature Centre (INC) was opened to the public, transforming 
what was once grassed parkland into an environmental oasis  In addition to planting approximately 
1,500 native plants, other features of this new facility included a large water feature with lagoons and  
cascading streams, raised boardwalks meandering through kangaroo and wallaby enclosures, a wombat 
habitat, a huge walk through aviary and an Australian barn 

• The second stage of the INC was opened in March 2008  This included many exciting new 
enclosures using modern design features to provide the animals with realistic native habitat 
enclosures  Another exciting addition is the large amphitheatre for presenting environmental and 
conservation messages to the public  

• To complement the exciting changes at the INC, the Environmental Education Centre opened in 
June 2009  

• March 2009 saw the opening of the world class bilby habitat  This exhibit is designed to reflect arid 
regions of Western Queensland, a natural home of the bilby  This exhibit is also home to spinifex 
hopping mice 

• INC has a partnership agreement with Save the Bilby Fund  

• ICC currently manages Conservation Estates and Reserves covering approximately 6,000 hectares  
These include the White Rock, Spring Mountain and parts of Flinders Peak Conservation Estate  INC 
is the ‘gateway’ to the ICC Conservation Estates and Reserves  

• INC aims to display native animal and plant species that may be found in these estates and reserves  
Some of the species listed within the conservation status are of a regional significance and are rarely 
seen i e  brush-tailed rock wallaby (Petrogale penicillata) – Vulnerable under EPBC, black breasted 
button quail (Turnix melanogaster) - Vulnerable under EPBC, frill necked lizard (Chlamydosaurus 
kingie) and spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus) – Endangered under EPBC which was, until 
recently, thought to be extinct within the Greater Brisbane and Ipswich area              

• Plunkett mallee (Eucalytpus curtisii), is listed as rare and threatened  Some of these are planted in 
the Free Flight Enclosure 

• In 1998 the ICC adopted the brush-tailed Rock Wallaby as its faunal emblem and can be spotted in 
the wild at Flinders Peak Conservation Estate   

• ICC has adopted plunkett mallee (Eucalyptus curtisii) as its floral emblem 

• Most of the animals within the INC are species which are local to the area  Some exceptions are: 
southern hairy-nosed wombats, emus, cockatoos and bilbies 

• Most of the plant species are native to the Ipswich region however there are a few exceptions, 
generally the mature trees  The aquatic plants are all endemics  

• INC also aims to create natural habitats for non-captive wildlife  Possums, bats, reptiles, amphibians, 
and many species of birds either visit here or call INC home  

• The water feature is home to native fish and three species of turtle  The fish species include 
rainbow gudgeon and Pacific blue-eyes  These fish species can be found in waterways and creeks 
throughout Ipswich  The three turtle species are Brisbane short-necked, saw-shelled and broad-
shelled river turtle 

• A variety of local lizards find the INC to be an ideal home  Eastern water dragons, bearded dragons, 
and a variety of small skinks enjoy sunbaking on the warm rocks and pathways, always staying close 
to the water feature  

Teachers, 
Print the following page and create a ‘letter from the Queens Park Environmental Education 
Centre’. You could post it to your room or have it delivered by the admin staff – or collect it 
with the class mail. 
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Dear ________________,

Are you interested in solving mysteries? Do you enjoy deciphering clues and exploring 
solutions? If you answered yes to these questions then you are the people we are looking for  

All of the Environmental Education Volunteers who work at the Environmental Education 
Centre in Queens Park have just discovered a mystery box which holds a map and clues 

We are not sure what these clues and map lead to and we need your help to find the 
answers! Can you become a Mystery Tracker for Ipswich City Council?

We would be thrilled if you would accept our challenge and help to decipher the Map of 
Mystery, following the clues to solve the mystery  

If you think you may be able to help please reply to this letter by email to                         
enviroed@ipswich qld gov au or phone (07) 3810 6666 

When we receive your reply to this letter, we will send you out a confirmation pack with 
details about your challenge  

We look forward to hearing from you soon!

Kind regards 

Volunteer Supervisor
IPSWICH CITY COUNCIL

Ipswich City Council

45 Roderick St
PO Box 191
Ipswich QLD 4305
Australia

Tel (07) 3810 6666
Fax (07) 3810 6731
Email council@ipswich.qld.gov.au
Web www.ipswich.qld.gov.au



PRE-EXCURSION DAY LETTER TO PARENTS

(You may like to use this as a guide in preparing your letter to parents)

Dear Parents, 

Your child is soon to travel to Queens Park for an excursion called the Map of Mystery  This program 
teaches children about the environment, conservation and the native Australian wildlife  On the excursion 
day, the students will engage in a mystery activity, using a number of clues they will follow the map to 
solve the mystery  

The details of the Map of Mystery program are outlined below:

Date:

Time of Departure:

Time of Return:

Transport Details:

Cost:

Please note, the students will take part in activities in different locations throughout Queens Park  Your 
child will need:

• Closed in walking shoes

• Suitable outdoor clothing (i e  long pants)

• Weather appropriate clothing (i e  jumper or raincoat)

• Hat

• Sunscreen

• Morning tea and/or lunch (encourage litterless lunches)

• Water bottles

• Pencils (only required if you wish for the students to complete an activity sheet which can be 
provided, pre-arranged, at the Queens Park Environmental Education Centre)

Please ensure you outline any health concerns or medication requirements prior to the field trip 

Regards,
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TEACHER CHECKLIST

Most of the excursion day is spent outdoors  Please encourage students to bring water and ensure                    
sun safety is a key priority 

• Hat

• Sunscreen

• Insect repellant

• Long sleeved shirts

• Closed in shoes

• Morning tea and/or lunch (litterless lunches)

• Water

• Camera

• Parent helpers

• Mystery tracker name badges

• Teacher resource booklet

• Invitation letter from Ipswich City Council

• Pencils and clipboards (if completing activity 
sheet)

• Class list (with groups)

• First aid kit

A ratio of one teacher/adult for every ten students is recommended  It allows for groups to be staggered 
and easier movement through the INC 

8

REMINDER: 
Encourage litterless lunches and environmentally friendly packaging!



CLASSROOM ACTIVITY – ‘ROLE-ON-THE-WALL’

Begin consolidating the students’ thoughts by creating Role-on-the-wall profile for a Mystery Tracker 

Draw an outline of a person on a whiteboard or on butcher’s paper (see example below)  You can draw 
around a student or just create a simple gingerbread man shape  Add all of the information that is known 
about the two words ‘mystery’ and ‘tracker’  Outside the drawing, write words to describe the character of 
a Mystery Tracker (facts about them, their actions, character traits)  Inside the drawing write only the things 
that are important to the character (what they truly love, value and are passionate about) 

very creative

share stories

records discoveries 
and ideas through 
photos, art and 
writing.

likes to research

great imagination

attentive

brave explorer

curious

concerned for the 
future of the park, 
native flora and native 
fauna

determined

Possible key questions for reflection:

• What are the strengths of a Mystery Tracker? What do they still need to learn or develop?

• In what ways would the skills of a Mystery Tracker influence the way you might feel about a place 
and how you would act when you spend time in nature?

• How is this Mystery Tracker shape similar to you? How are you different? You may like to structure 
this as a Venn diagram or a compare-contrast matrix 

Once the students have completed a Role-on-the-wall profile for a Mystery Tracker, create a set of 
CRITERIA for Mystery Trackers  

Ask the students how they will know if they have been successful as Mystery Trackers  

List their responses as goals (eg  We will be more attentive to our native flora and fauna) and then turn 
these into a series of questions to be used at the end of the program as criteria for self-reflection (eg  Are 
we being more attentive to our impact on the environment and conservation practices)? These responses 
can also be turned into success criteria where students can measure their performance as Mystery Trackers 
before and after the excursion 
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Vocabulary to familiarise your students with before their trip to the INC:

• flora

• fauna

• conservation

• classification

• species

• habitat

• remnant

• degradation

• reptile

• amphibian

• mammal

• marsupial

• vertebrate

• endemic

Challenge vocabulary words:

• crepuscular • viviparous • oviparous • anthropogenic

You may like to use these terms in a find-a-word activity, match the word parts activity or discuss them 
using a Frayer model (below) 

DEFINITION VISUAL/PICTURE

EXAMPLES/MODELS NON-EXAMPLES

TARGET WORD



CHAPTER TWO
EXCURSION DAY

THE FOCUS FOR THIS PROGRAM IS ON NATIVE ANIMALS AND THEIR 
HABITATS – WHERE DO THEY LIVE AND WHY?

(DO NOT REVEAL THIS TO THE STUDENTS)

When you arrive at the Environmental Education Centre please present your letter to the volunteer/staff 
member  

The volunteer will explain to the students they recently uncovered a map – and some other bits and 
pieces  They are not sure what it all means and don’t really have the time to work it all out, and they need 
your student’s help!

The volunteer leads the students into the discovery room (i e  the conference room)  

Together they look at the map and discuss the elements on the map – then they open the box of clues   
The volunteers need help working out what to do with these clues and what the map conveys  

Together they work out it is a map of the INC and the clues represent animals that live in there  Some of 
the clues are missing – not all of them are represented  Can the students work out what animal belongs 
where and what clues belong to each animal? The Key is incomplete, their task is to visit the Nature Centre 
and come back and complete the Key  

They take a journey to the INC with the mystery box that includes the map and clues - can you and your 
class decipher the clues and work out who belongs where? A worksheet is available from the Queens Park 
Environmental Education Centre volunteers for your students to complete while they are moving through 
the INC  

If you wish to use the worksheet, please contact the Environmental Education Program Officer, prior to the 
excursion date, to ensure the correct numbers are available for your excursion 

After following the pathway through the INC, return to the Environmental Education Centre with your 
findings  Check all the answers on the Answer Sheet  Is there anything that needs to be changed? 

Upon completion of the challenge and solving the mystery of the map, your class will present the mystery 
box, the completed map and the clues back to the volunteer  The volunteer will thank your students for 
assistance in solving this mystery   
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OVERVIEW OF THE EXCURSION DAY - SUGGESTED TIMINGS

9:15 am Arrive at the Queens Park Environmental Education Centre (QPEEC) 
on Merle Finimore Avenue, Queens Park (toilets are available)

9.20 am
Environmental Education Volunteer welcome, introduction to the 
Education Centre and mystery box presentation  Examine clues 
available within the box  Identify map location as Nature Centre

9:45 am Begin Map of Mystery trail at Nature Centre

10.30 am Morning Tea at Nature Centre Auditorium

11.00 am Continue on Map of Mystery trail through Nature Centre

11.30 am Last exhibit is Barnyard Animals

11.40 am Finish Nature Centre trail (toilets are available at the exit)

11:50 am Return to the QPEEC  Allow students to explore the QPEEC and 
find the Answers to the Scavenger Hunt

12:15 pm Return to conference room and discuss as a class answers to clues, 
and complete the map

12:30 pm Lunch at QPEEC

1:00 pm Thank Environmental Education Volunteer and return mystery box, 
including the clues, back to the volunteer  Depart QPEEC

TRANSPORT TIMES AND ARRANGEMENTS
Program Start:  9 15 am at Queens Park Environmental Education Centre

Program Finish:  1 00 pm at Queens Park Environmental Education Centre

Transport Details:  Transport is not required to stay but may do so if desired

BUS PARKING
There is bus parking on Merle Finimore Avenue outside the Queens Park Environmental Education Centre 
and Café  Please refer to the Queens Park map for bus parking (page 12)  

Reminder: Ensure to confirm the above details with your bus company. 
Photocopy the map and bring it for your driver.
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NAME BADGES

Mystery Tracker Mystery Tracker

Mystery Tracker Mystery Tracker

Mystery Tracker Mystery Tracker

Mystery Tracker Mystery Tracker
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CHAPTER THREE
POST VISIT ACTIVITIES

1 Upon returning to your classroom, re-cap the excursion day 

2 Can your class remember the layout of the INC? Separate your class into small groups and recreate 
a mud-map of the centre 

3 You may wish to play a memory game with your class and see who can remember the most 
animals and exhibits 

4

Encourage a classroom discussion on the following points:
• What was the focus of the day?
• What did you learn that you didn’t know before?

You may like to used the square/circle/triangle format:
 � What is something that ‘squared’ with what you know?
 z What is something that is still ‘circling’ around in your head?
 c What is something that stood out (something interesting) for you?

5
Separating the class into working groups ask each group to create their own mystery map leading 
another group from the classroom to an important place in the school or your local area  Students 
will need to discuss some important outdoor locations on the school grounds and the purpose of 
leading other students there 

6 Discuss human influence on the natural environments within Ipswich and around Australia   
Brainstorm ideas for what you can do that would help reduce habitat destruction 

7 Create some miniature habitat boxes – choose an animal, do some research into their habitat and 
create a miniature habitat box  Create some animal art out of recycled goods 

8 Research into what causes habitat destruction – how many animals in your local area are 
endangered because of habitat destruction?

9 Complete some Y Charts that look at the different animal enclosures 

10 Have students create a series of questions about what they learned to test the knowledge of their 
classmates 

11 Using a Venn diagram or a compare-contrast matrix, analyse the differences in animals including 
their diet, habitat and life cycles 

12 Students can create an adventure narrative about an animal in the INC that incorporates their 
learnings around their chosen protagonist (or antagonist!) 
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WHERE TO FROM HERE?

If you and your students are interested in taking action here are some follow up ideas:

• Start with your school or local area – explore the possibility of creating a particular habitat –                    
e g  butterfly, bird or possum 

• Complete a school audit – how friendly is your school to the native animals and plants?

• What is an ecological footprint and how big is yours?

• Habitat boxes – create homes for creatures that have been misplaced due to habitat destruction: 
www ipswich Queensland gov au/about_ipswich/environment/wildlife/habitat_nest_boxes

• Join the local catchment group or creek care group: www brisbanecatchments net au

• OTHER GREAT PLACES TO VISIT: www ipswich qld gov au/about_ipswich/parks_reserves_precincts

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES

BOOKS  |  FICTION & NON-FICTION

Cronin, L  (1991) Key Guide to Australian Mammals  Reed Books Australia 

Edgar, G , Edgar R & Edgar A  (2006) Wild Australia  A guide to the places, plants and Animals  Reed New 
Holland, Sydney Australia  

Hall, S  (2007) Guess Who? A lift-the-flap book about Australian wildlife  National Library of Australia

Marris, S  (1999) Australian Guide to Endangered Animals  Gould League & Education Victoria  

Parish, S & Jones, K  ( -) Field Guide to Australian mammals  Steve Parish Publishing Australia  

Queensland Museum (2007) Wildlife of Greater Brisbane (New Edition) Queensland Museum

Roc, M , & Hawke, K  (2006) Australia’s Critically Endangered Animals  Heinemann Library, Melbourne 
Victoria  

Triggs, B  (1996) Scats, Tracks and other Traces A field guide to Australian Mammals   Oxford University Press 
Australia  

WEBSITES
Discover Ipswich:  www discoveripswich com au  

Ipswich City Council:  www ipswich Queensland gov au

Gould League Australia:  www gould edu au

Queensland Museum:  www qm Queensland gov au 

World Wild Fund - Threatened Species Network:  www wwf org au  |  www wwf org au/tsn

Greening Australia:  www greeningaustralia org au

Queensland Parks and Wildlife service:  www epa Queensland gov au

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary:  www currumbin-sanctuary org au

Zoo books:  www zoobooks com

Australia Zoo:  www australiazoo com au

Zoos Victoria:  www zoo org au

Environment Australia:  www environment gov au/education



18

LACE MONITOR Varanus varius

• Fairly common in local bushland areas

• They can grow up to 2 1m

• Dark grey to black with cream and irregular bands

• Mostly solitary  Mating season is during Spring and Summer

• Feeds on birds, small mammals and carrion

• Use their tails like a whip as a defense mechanism

• Have a powerful bite and very strong claws

• Usually lay their eggs in a termite mound  Termites then continue to  
build mound around eggs  Termite activity then generates heat that 
causes the monitors’ eggs to successfully incubate 

• Threats - cane toads have been causing serious decline

IPSWICH NATURE CENTRE  |  FAUNA LIST

RED-TAILED BLACK COCKATOO Calyptorhynchus banksii

• These birds are friendly and may talk

• Warning – they can bite (keep fingers out of enclosure)

• These cockatoos are not common to Ipswich

• Listed as endangered under the EPBC Conservation Status

• Grow to 50 - 63cm in length and can live for 80 to 100 years

• Feed on a variety of seeds, nuts, fruits and flowers of local plants

• Fresh bark, foliage, fruits, flowers are given as enrichment in captivity

• Threats – to these and many other bird species include - land clearing and the 
felling of dead trees that provide nesting hollows  Foxes, dogs and cats also 
prey on these birds

PERENTIE Varanus giganteus

• Largest of the monitor 
lizards in Australia reaching 
up to 2 5m

• Commonly found 
throughout central and 
western Australia

• They have long claws to 
enable them to climb 
trees and can also dig 
burrows

• Similar to the lace 
monitor, they can use 
their tails like a whip for 
defence

• Perenties are carnivores 
and often feed on a 
variety of insects, birds 
and small animals  Larger 
perentie may hunt animals 
such as small wallabies

• These lizards are related 
to the komodo dragon

• Threats - habitat 
destruction and 
degradation by humans 
and predation by dingoes



19

RED-LEGGED PADEMELON Thylogale stigmatica

• One of the smallest of the macropod family

• INC have two females and one male

• There was previously a breeding program at INC

• Captive lifespan 7 to 10 years

• Weigh up to 7kg

• Red on legs more prominent

• Live in rainforests to wet sclerophyll forest and vine scrub,                            
from far North Queensland to central New South Wales and are 
protected  No sightings in the Ipswich region 

• Natural diet consists of leaves, soft barks, fruits and grasses

• Captive diet consists of the above plus pellets

• Threats – predation by dogs, cats, foxes, dingoes, quolls and pythons  
Habitat clearing and too frequent bushfires also threaten their survival

SWAMP WALLABY Wallabia bicolour

• Wallabies are basically medium sized kangaroos

• There are three females on display, two of which are 
mother and daughter

• We do not currently breed this species

• Found in thick, woodland areas from Cape York 
right through Queensland, New South Wales and 
into Victoria

• Common in Ipswich Conservation Estates

• Mostly foliage, blossoms and bark of shrubs plus 
some grasses

• In captive they also feed on pellets and                         
hard vegetables

• Captive lifespan 8 to 12 years 

• Weigh up to 17kg and live a mostly solitary life

• Threats – urbanisation, fragmentation and 
destruction of habitat, competition with cattle for 
food, predation by dogs, cats and foxes and too 
frequent bushfires and cars
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SPOTTED-TAILED QUOLL Dasyurus maculatus

• Once thought to be extinct in South East Queensland  There are small 
populations now know in the region  There have been sightings in the 
Greenbank/Springfield area in the past 3 to 5 years

• Prefer wet eucalypt forest

• Listed as Endangered (Nature Conservation Act 1995)  
and Endangered (EPBC)

• They have a ‘cat like’ appearance with ginger 
colour  White spots line their body and they have 
a long tail

• Grow to 50cm in length and tail is around 45cm in 
length

• Males weigh up to 4 6kg and females up to 2 1kg

• Carnivorous and have been known to raid chicken 
coops in rural areas

• In the same family as Tasmanian Devil and are also the 
largest of the Dasyurids 

• They are marsupial carrying 4 to 6 young  Breed                     
only in Winter

• Males live solitarily only coming together with females for 
mating

• Nocturnal and very rarely seen and are listed as vulnerable

• Threats – habitat destruction, feral animals and bating 
programs

REPTILES

• All lizards are ectothermic, relying on the 
heat of the sun as an energy source

• Our enclosures are fitted with UVB lighting 
and heat lamps to replicate this
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CARPET PYTHON Morelia spilota

• Very wide spread throughout the Ipswich area 

• Oviparous (i e  Egg laying) with usually 15-47 eggs in one clutch

• Can grow to 2–5 m in many colour patterns with good camouflage

• Use tongue to ‘smell’ the air for prey  Can consume prey to                
approximately five times the size of their own head 

• Feeds mainly on small mammals and birds – captive food 
is mainly rats and mice  Kill prey by suffocation and then 
swallow whole

• Non-venomous, but bites by large snakes can cause severe 
lacerations

• Can be found in trees and rock crevices  Quite often make 
a home in roofs and sheds coming out to sun themselves                         
during the day

• Threats – few threats, toads can be life threatening

SPOTTED PYTHON Antarasia maculosus

• Not generally found in the local area

• Oviparous (i e  Egg laying) with usually 20-30 eggs 
in one clutch

• Can grow to 1m, spotted brown colour allows for 
good camouflage

• Use tongue to ‘smell’ the air for prey  Can 
consume prey to approximately five times the 
size of their own head 

• Feeds mainly on small mammals, small bats and 
birds – captive food is mainly rats and mice  Kill 
prey by suffocation and then swallow whole

• Non-venomous generally an easy to                         
handle species

• Generally found in leaf litter or in rock crevice 
and caves 

• Threats – habitat destruction
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BLUE-TONGUE SKINK Tiliqua scincoides

• Very common locally, can be found 
in most urban areas  Found in dense 
bushy areas

• 30cm in length with a                                   
blue-violet tongue

• Feeds on insects, snails, slugs and 
vegetative matter

• Gives birth to 3-5 live young 
(viviparous) 

• Young stay with mother for short 
period of time

• Threats – predation from domestic 
animals (dogs/cats) and cars

FRILL-NECKED LIZARD Chlamydosaurus kingii

• This species is not common locally, but 
there is a small remnant population in the 
Springfield/Greenbank area

• Feeds on insects and small rodents

• They will raise up the frill around their 
neck when alarmed, and will also stand up 
and run on their hind legs 

• Arboreal species in which they live mostly 
on trees and the roadside 

• Threats – predation from dogs and cats  
Loss or modification of habitat and cars 
also a pose threat to this reptile species
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SOUTHERN HAIRY-NOSED WOMBAT Lasiorhinus latifrons

• There are three species of wombat:

	Northern hairy-nosed (endangered  
 under IUCN) and found at Epping in  
 central Queensland and a second trail  
 population outside of Saint George in  
 south western Queensland 

	Common wombat – New South  
 Wales, Victoria, Tasmania and  
 South Australian/Victorian border 

	Southern Hairy Nosed – with a natural  
 range along the Nullabour Plain  
 through South Australia and Western  
 Australia in semi-arid grassland  Listed  
 as Endangered in New South Wales   
 They have pointed ears 

• INC holds the southern hairy-nosed wombats

• Weighing approximately 40kg, their natural 
diet consists of grasses and herbage

• Captive diet – grasses, hard vegetables and 
pellets  Hard fibrous foods help to wear down 
their constantly growing teeth

• Largely nocturnal, venture out early 
morning and late afternoon to forage or sun 
themselves

• Dig burrows to protect themselves from heat 
of the day

• Breed mostly in Winter months and are 
difficult to breed in captivity

• Usually one joey which is carried in a rear 
opening pouch where it stays for approx  5 to 
6 months

• Require 2-3 years of good rain to provide 
suitable breeding conditions

• Our wombats have air conditioned burrows 
and a sand pit for digging

• Threats – competition with cattle for food, 
habitat clearing, increased amounts of exotic 
grasses which have a different life cycle to 
the native grasses  Wombats are heavily 
dependent on native grasses and the cycle 
to match the weaning of their young  Natural 
events that include flooding and bushfires and 
traffic also pose a serious threat to the survival 
of this fragile animal
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GREATER BILBY Macrotis lagotis

• As this is a nocturnal exhibit – visitors should 
allow a few minutes for the eyes to adjust to 
the lighting

• ‘Night time’ lighting cycle – Sunset (approx 
45mins) commences at 8 00 am and by 9 00 
am ‘night time’ cycle begins

• ‘Day time’ lighting cycle – Sunrise (approx 
45mins) commences at 5 00 pm and by 6 00 
pm ‘day time’ cycle begins

• The enclosure has double glazing for sound 
proofing and is air conditioned

• Ipswich City Council has partnered with Save 
the Bilby Fund  Frank Manthey (one of the 
original ‘Bilby Brothers’ and now retired) is a 
resident of Ipswich  Please check signage for 
Bilby facts and Save the Bilby Fund contacts 

• Species is listed as Vulnerable (EPBC) and 
Endangered (Queensland) 

• Males are larger than females weighing up to 
2 5kg and females weigh up to 1 1kg

• They are a marsupial (young are carried in a 
pouch, class of mammals)

• Gestation 12 to 16 days  Young emerge from 
the pouch at approximately 2 to 3 months

• Females reach sexual maturity at 5 5 to                        
7 months

• Males reach sexual maturity at 8 to 12 months

• Live expectancy – 6 to 7 years

• Omnivorous – eats various seeds, insects, root 
material, plant stems

• The Bilby is the only Australian animal to have 
a national day - 13 September

• Threatened Species Day is 7 September

• INC are currently in a breeding program

• Are listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act

AMPHITHEATRE

• Morning Tea Location
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SPINIFEX HOPPING MICE Notomys alexsis

• As this is a nocturnal exhibit – visitors should allow a few minutes for the eyes to adjust to the 
lighting

• ‘Night time’ lighting cycle – Sunset (approx 45mins) commences at 8 00 am and by 9 00 am ‘night 
time’ cycle begins

• ‘Day time’ lighting cycle – Sunrise (approx 45mins) commences at 5 00 pm and by 6 00 pm ‘day time’ 
cycle begins

• Mainly nocturnal species

• Seek shelter during daylight in humid burrows up to 1 meter deep

• Live in colonies

• Common species – not listed as threatened

• INC has previously bred these animals

• Inhabit sandy arid areas as well as open eucalypt woodland 

• Prolific breeders – managed by keeping sexes apart

• Reach sexual maturity at approx 60 days

• Gestation approx 32 days, litter of 3 to 4, weaning 30 to 40 days 

• Live 3 to 4 years

• Distinguished from common mouse species by having large, erect oval shaped ears, prominent black 
eyes, strong hind legs (hopping) and smaller front legs

• Diet consists of seeds, grasses and some insects
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BRUSH-TAILED ROCK WALLABY Petrogale penicillata

• There are over 60 species of Macropods – 
Kangaroos, wallabies etc

• Macropod means large foot (Macro = large and 
Pod = foot)

• Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies (BTRW) inhabit 
many diverse habitats across Australia

• Many species live in fragmented habitats and 
are under threat

• BTRW were once more wide spread in 
southeast Queensland, New South Wales and 
parts of Victoria

• Populations are stable but considered 
vulnerable in Queensland, declining - 
threatened in New South Wales, and close to 
extinction in Victoria

• There are small population groupings in 
and around the ridges of Flinders Peak 
Conservation Estate, in south Ipswich

• Parts of this conservation estate are managed 
by ICC, with Council also having purchased 
large parcels of land in this area to further 
protect this and other species

• The BTRW has been adopted by ICC as its 
faunal emblem

• INC is looking to be involved in breeding this 
species here, and then directly contributing to 
recovery programs for releasing this species 
into safe reintroduction areas as required

• Mostly crepuscular (active at sunrise and 
sunset)

• Like to sun themselves on rocky ledges in the 
morning, whilst hiding in  caves during the day

• Feed mainly on foliage, barks, forbs etc 

• Very agile and capable of ascending                           
and descending cliff faces with great                      
ease using their small feet and tail for balance 
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RED-NECKED WALLABY Macropus rufogisreus

• Common wallaby of forests of south-
eastern Australia and Tasmania

• Widespread throughout the Ipswich region

• Threats include – urbanisation, 
fragmentation and destruction of habitat, 
dogs and motor vehicles

• Distinguished by red fur on back of head 
and neck and down over the shoulders

• Feeds mainly on grasses and herbage

• Captive diet – grasses, foliage, pellets and 
hard vegetables 

EASTERN GREY KANGAROO Macropus giganteus

• One of the largest species of Macropods with the 
largest being the Red Kangaroo

• There are two species of Grey Kangaroo – Eastern and 
Western

• The Eastern is found in open bushland throughout the 
Ipswich region

• Threats include – urbanisation, fragmentation and 
destruction of habitat, dogs and motor vehicles

• Feeds mainly on grasses

• Captive diet – grasses, pellets, hay and some grains

• We do not currently breed this species

• Joeys can stay in pouch for up to 10 months

• A female can nurture up to three young at any one 
time – a developing foetus, a pouch young and 
an older Joey that live outside pouch but still 
suckles from the mother

• Captive life span is 15 to 20 years
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EMU Dromaius noveahollandiae

• Please do not harass emus by running along fence with them

• Not found locally – widespread throughout all states of Australia 
but not in populated areas

• Found in grassland, woodland and open arid areas

• Feeds mostly on plant matter, fruits and some insects

• Captive diet – leaves, grasses, fruits and vegetables, pellets and 
some grains

• Female is slightly larger than male  Females have an air sack at 
front of chest from which they make a drumming sound to 
communicate with other emus 

• Breed in the winter months, laying up to 20 eggs in a                 
single clutch

• The nest is a depression in the soil with the male doing all 
the incubation for 8 weeks  He will then care for the chicks 
for up to 18 months  After laying the eggs the female leaves 
the area  and has nothing further to do with rearing them

FREE FLIGHT AVIARY Mixed Species

• This is a walk-in exhibit and as such the animals and birds are free 
roaming/flying  Some birds may land on the students, or walk or fly 
very close to them

• On entering the aviary ONE DOOR MUST remain closed at all times to 
prevent bird and animal escapes

• Please do not chase, harass, pick up or try to catch any of the birds

• Do not feed the birds

• Keep to pathways – this allows the birds to display themselves naturally to the 
visitor without fear

• This is a habitat exhibit – a representation of natural habitats where these 
species would naturally be found

• The majority of plants in this exhibit can be found within the local Ipswich region

• Some plants provide our birds with fruits, nectar, seeds or are insect attracting

• The birds are fed twice daily on a variety of seeds, fruits, meat or nectar mixes

• Approximately 80 birds, most of which are local to this region – refer to ID signage

• Bird varieties include – ground dwellers, parrots, song birds, pigeons, doves and honey eaters

• Rufous Bettong also live in this aviary  This nocturnal and elusive small Macropod, is rarely 
seen in the wild

• They are widespread throughout the western outlying areas of the Ipswich  Bettongs build a 
domed shaped nest of grasses and other vegetative material at the base of trees and grass clumps

• They emerge at sunset to fed on grasses, herbs, roots and tubers

• There is a hive of native sting-less bees in this aviary  This species is very common to the area
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WATER FEATURE

• A series of ponds, waterfalls and lagoons that are                            
home to local plant and animal species

• Three species of freshwater turtle – short-neck turtle, saw-shelled 
turtle and broad-shelled river turtle

• Local fish species include – rainbow fish and Pacific blue eyes

• A variety of frog species, water birds, crustaceans and black 
swans call this home

• Operates by pumps and gravity feeds to all ponds 
including the Free Flight Aviary

AUSTRALIAN BARN

• Always wash hands before and after touching animals

• Please shut both gates at all times

• Generally animals are quiet and able to be patted

• Visitors are not to enter enclosures unless supervised by 
INC staff

• Goats, sheep and a cow can be found in the 
enclosure along with peacocks

• Present day, domesticated goats come from 
goats originating in Asia and Eastern Europe

• Cows, or cattle, come from the family ‘Bovidae’ 
which means they are related to gazelles, buffalo, bison, antelopes, 
sheep and goats  These animals are hoofed animals and are known as 
ungulates

• Cows are also known as ruminants as they acquire nutrients 
through a fermentation process that involves four stomachs

• Sheep are also ruminant animals and can eat up to 4kg of 
grass per day

• Up to eight woolen jumpers can be made from one 
sheep fleece

• Peacocks are omnivores that originate in Asia and are 
a type of pheasant

• Male peacocks have an elaborate, iridescent 
colouration and plumage that shows an eye pattern 
when he fans his tail

• The fluffy white chickens are Chinese Slikies
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DINGO Canis lupus dingo

• The Australian dingo is related to wolf species (Lupus)

• Arrived in Australia between 3,500 and 5,000 years ago

• Dingoes are a declared pest species in Queensland, as 
such cannot be held as pets

• Wildlife parks and zoos can only keep them under a               
special permit

• Main colours are ginger, sandy yellow, black and tan, and white

• Unlike domestic dogs female dingo can only produce one litter 
of pups per year in Winter

• There are two dingoes currently at the INC; both dingoes were 
born in May 2004 and were bred at a dingo stud in Victoria 
where they breed to preserve the genetic purity of the dingo

• Both are DNA tested as 100% pure dingo

• They have been handled from 2 weeks of age

• They have been strongly bonded to one of the staff to facilitate 
ease of handling 

• Both are obedience trained

• They are walked regularly as part of their enrichment program

COMMON BEARDED DRAGON Pogona barbata

• Very common locally, found in open 
grassed areas and in woodlands

• Feeds on insects and vegetative matter

• Digs depression in sandy soils to lay 
eggs  When young hatch they are 
totally independent of their 
parents

• Threats are cars, dogs               
and cats
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKAGES
This program has been linked to the Australian Curriculum for Key Science, Geography and History Curriculum  Education for 
Sustainability has been applied to this program and the linkages to Sustainability Curriculum Framework has been outlined below  

FOUNDATION SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND

SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
Living things have basic needs, including food 
and water (ACSSU002)

Nature and development of science
Science involves exploring and observing the 
world using the senses (ACSHE013)

Questioning and predicting
Respond to questions about familiar objects and 
events (ACSIS014)

Planning and conducting
Explore and make observations by using the 
senses (ACSIS011)

Communicating
Share observations and ideas (ACSIS012)

YEAR 1 SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND

SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
Living things have a variety of external features 
(ACSSU017)

Living things live in different places where their 
needs are met (ACSSU211)

Use and influence of science
People use science in their daily lives, including 
when caring for their environment and living 
things (ACSHE022)

Questioning and predicting
Respond to and pose questions, and make 
predictions about familiar objects and events 
(ACSIS024)

Through discussion, compare observations with 
predictions (ACSIS212)

Evaluating
Compare observations with those of others 
(ACSIS213)

YEAR 2 SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
Living things grow, change and have offspring 
similar to themselves (ACSSU030)

Earth and space sciences
Earth’s resources, including water, are used in a 
variety of ways (ACSSU032)

Use and influence of science
People use science in their daily lives, including 
when caring for their environment and living 
things (ACSHE035)

Questioning and predicting
Respond to and pose questions, and make 
predictions about familiar objects and events 
(ACSIS037)

Processing and analysing data and information
Through discussion, compare observations with 
predictions (ACSIS214)

YEAR 3 SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
Living things can be grouped on the basis of 
observable features and can be distinguished 
from non-living things (ACSSU044)

Use and influence of science
Science knowledge helps people to understand 
the effect of their actions (ACSHE051)

Communicating
Represent and communicate ideas and findings 
in a variety of ways such as diagrams, physical 
representations and simple reports (ACSIS060)

YEAR 4 SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
Living things, including plants and animals, 
depend on each other and the environment to 
survive (ACSSU073)

Use and influence of science
Science knowledge helps people to understand 
the effect of their actions (ACSHE062)

Communicating
Represent and communicate ideas and findings 
in a variety of ways such as diagrams, physical 
representations and simple reports (ACSIS071)
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YEAR 5 SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND

SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
Living things have structural features and 
adaptations that help them to survive in their 
environment (ACSSU043)

Use and influence of science
Scientific knowledge is used to inform personal 
and community decisions (ACSHE217)

Processing and analysing data and information
Construct and use a range of representations, 
including tables and graphs, to represent and 
describe observations, patterns or relationships 
in data using digital technologies as appropriate 
(ACSIS090)

Compare data with predictions and use as 
evidence in developing explanations (ACSIS218) 

YEAR 6 SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND

SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
The growth and survival of living things are 
affected by the physical conditions of their 
environment (ACSSU094)

Use and influence of science
Scientific knowledge is used to inform personal 
and community decisions (ACSHE220) 

Communicating
Communicate ideas, explanations and processes 
in a variety of ways, including multi-modal texts 
(ACSIS110)

YEAR 7 SCIENCE

KNOWLEDGE AND  
UNDERSTANDING STRAND

SCIENCE AS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR SKILLS STRAND

Biological sciences
There are differences within and between groups 
of organisms; classification helps organise this 
diversity (ACSSU111)

Interactions between organisms can be 
described in terms of food chains and 
food webs; human activity can affect these 
interactions (ACSSU112)

Nature and development of science
Scientific knowledge changes as new evidence 
becomes available, and some scientific 
discoveries have significantly changed people’s 
understanding of the world (ACSHE119)

Science knowledge can develop through 
collaboration and connecting ideas across the 
disciplines of science (ACSHE223)

Use and influence of science
Science understanding influences the 
development of practices in areas of human 
activity such as industry, agriculture and marine 
and terrestrial resource management (ACSHE121)

Communicating
Communicate ideas, findings and solutions 
to problems using scientific language and 
representations using digital technologies as 
appropriate (ACSIS133)

Planning and conducting
Collaboratively and individually plan and conduct 
a range of investigation types, including fieldwork 
and experiments, ensuring safety and ethical 
guidelines are followed (ACSIS125)

FOUNDATION GEOGRAPHY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING STRAND INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

The representation of the location of places and their features on maps and 
a globe (ACHGK001)

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
Record geographical data and information collected by observation 
(ACHGS002)

Communicating
Present information using everyday language to describe location and 
direction (ACHGS005)

YEAR 1 GEOGRAPHY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING STRAND INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

The natural, managed and constructed features of places, their location, 
how they change and how they can be cared for (ACHGK005)

The ways that space within places, such as classroom or backyard, can be 
rearranged to suit different activities or purposes (ACHGK008)

Observing, questioning and planning
Pose questions about familiar and unfamiliar places (ACHGS007)

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
Collect and record geographical data and information, for example, by 
observing, by interviewing, or from sources such as photographs, plans, 
satellite images, story books and films (ACHGS008)

YEAR 2 GEOGRAPHY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING STRAND INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND
Observing, questioning and planning
Pose geographical questions about familiar and unfamiliar places (ACHGS013)

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
Collect and record geographical data and information, for example, by 
observing, by interviewing, or from sources such as, photographs, plans, 
satellite images, story books and films (ACHGS014)
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YEAR 3 GEOGRAPHY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING STRAND INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

The similarities and differences in individuals’ and groups’ feelings and 
perceptions about places, and how they influence views about the 
protection of these places (ACHGK018)

Observing, questioning and planning
Develop geographical questions to investigate (ACHGS019)

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
Collect and record relevant geographical data and information, for example, 
by observing by interviewing, conducting surveys, measuring, or from 
sources such as maps, photographs, satellite images, the media and the 
internet (ACHGS020)

Represent data by constructing tables and graphs (ACHGS021)

Represent the location of places and their features by constructing large-
scale maps that conform to cartographic conventions including scale, 
legend, title and north point, and describe their location using simple grid 
references, compass direction and distance (ACHGS022)

Communicating
Present findings in a range of communication forms, for example, written, 
oral, digital, graphic, tabular, and visual, and use geographical terminology 
(ACHGS024)

YEAR 4 GEOGRAPHY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING STRAND INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

The types of natural vegetation and the significance of vegetation to the 
environment and to people (ACHGK021)

The importance of environments to animals and people, and different 
views on how they can be protected (ACHGK022) 

Observing, questioning and planning
Develop geographical questions to investigate (ACHGS026)

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
Collect and record relevant geographical data and information, for example, 
by observing, by interviewing, conducting surveys and measuring, or from 
sources such as maps, photographs, satellite images, the media and the 
internet (ACHGS027)

Represent the location of places and their features by constructing large-
scale maps that conform to cartographic conventions including scale, 
legend, title and north point, and describe their location using simple grid 
references, compass direction and distance (ACHGS029)

Communicating
Present findings in a range of communication forms, for example, written, 
oral, digital, graphic, tabular and visual, and use geographical terminology 
(ACHGS031)

YEAR 5 GEOGRAPHY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING STRAND INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

The influence people have on the human characteristics of places and the 
management of spaces within them (ACHGK029)

Observing, questioning and planning
Develop geographical questions to investigate and plan an inquiry 
(ACHGS033)

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
Collect and record relevant geographical data and information, using ethical 
protocols, from primary and secondary sources, for example, people, 
maps, plans, photographs, satellite images, statistical sources and reports 
(ACHGS034)

Evaluate sources for their usefulness and represent data in different forms, 
for example, maps, plans, graphs, tables, sketches and diagrams (ACHGS035)

Represent the location and features of places and different types of 
geographical information by constructing large-scale and small-scale maps 
that conform to cartographic conventions, including border, source, scale, 
legend, title and north point, using spatial technologies as appropriate 
(ACHGS036)

Communicating
Present findings and ideas in a range of communication forms, for 
example, written, oral, graphic, tabular, visual and maps; using geographical 
terminology and digital technologies as appropriate (ACHGS038)
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YEAR 6 GEOGRAPHY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING STRAND INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

Collecting, recording, evaluating and representing
Collect and record relevant geographical data and information, using ethical 
protocols, from primary and secondary sources, for example, people, 
maps, plans, photographs, satellite images, statistical sources and reports 
(ACHGS041)

Evaluate sources for their usefulness and represent data in different forms, 
for example, maps, plans, graphs, tables, sketches and diagrams (ACHGS042)

Represent the location and features of places and different types of 
geographical information by constructing large-scale and small-scale maps 
that conform to cartographic conventions including border, source, scale, 
legend, title and north point, using spatial technologies as appropriate 
(ACHGS043)

Communicating
Present findings and ideas in a range of communication forms, for 
example, written, oral, graphic, tabular, visual and maps, using geographical 
terminology and digital technologies as appropriate (ACHGS045)

YEAR 3 ENGLISH

LANGUAGE LITERATURE LITERACY

Language variation and change
Understand that languages have different written 
and visual communication systems, different oral 
traditions and different ways of constructing 
meaning (ACELA1475)

Text structure and organisation
Understand how different types of texts vary 
in use of language choices, depending on their 
purpose and context (for example, tense and 
types of sentences) (ACELA1478)

Language for interaction
Understand that successful cooperation 
with others depends on shared use of social 
conventions, including turn-taking patterns, 
and forms of address that vary according to 
the degree of formality in social situations 
(ACELA1476)

Understand how to use sound–letter 
relationships and knowledge of spelling rules, 
compound words, prefixes, suffixes, morphemes 
and less common letter combinations, for 
example ‘tion’ (ACELA1485)

Examining literature
Discuss how language is used to describe the 
settings in texts, and explore how the settings 
shape the events and influence the mood of the 
narrative (ACELT1599)

Creating literature
Create imaginative texts based on characters, 
settings and events from students’ own and 
other cultures using visual features, for example 
perspective, distance and angle (ACELT1601)

Interacting with others
Listen to and contribute to conversations and 
discussions to share information and ideas and 
negotiate in collaborative situations (ACELY1676)

Use interaction skills, including active listening 
behaviours and communicate in a clear, coherent 
manner using a variety of everyday and learned 
vocabulary and appropriate tone, pace, pitch and 
volume (ACELY1792)

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating
Identify the audience and purpose of 
imaginative, informative and persuasive texts 
(ACELY1678)

Read an increasing range of different types 
of texts by combining contextual, semantic, 
grammatical and phonic knowledge, using text 
processing strategies, for example monitoring, 
predicting, confirming, rereading, reading on and 
self-correcting (ACELY1679)

Use comprehension strategies to build literal and 
inferred meaning and begin to evaluate texts by 
drawing on a growing knowledge of context, text 
structures and language features (ACELY1680)

YEAR 4 ENGLISH

LANGUAGE LITERATURE LITERACY

Language variation and change
Understand that Standard Australian English is 
one of many social dialects used in Australia, and 
that while it originated in England it has been 
influenced by many other languages (ACELA1487)

Expressing and developing ideas
Incorporate new vocabulary from a range of 
sources into students’ own texts including 
vocabulary encountered in research 
(ACELA1498) 

Creating literature
Create literary texts that explore students’ own 
experiences and imagining (ACELT1607)

Create literary texts by developing storylines, 
characters and settings (ACELT1794)

Interacting with others
Interpret ideas and information in spoken texts 
and listen for key points in order to carry out 
tasks and use information to share and extend 
ideas and information (ACELY1687)

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating
Read different types of texts by combining 
contextual , semantic, grammatical and phonic 
knowledge using text processing strategies for 
example monitoring meaning, cross checking and 
reviewing (ACELY1691)
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YEAR 5 ENGLISH

LANGUAGE LITERATURE LITERACY

Language variation and change
Understand that the pronunciation, spelling and 
meanings of words have histories and change 
over time (ACELA1500)

Text structure and organisation
Investigate how the organisation of texts into 
chapters, headings, subheadings, home pages 
and sub pages for online texts and according 
to chronology or topic can be used to predict 
content and assist navigation (ACELA1797)

Literature and context
Identify aspects of literary texts that convey 
details or information about particular social, 
cultural and historical contexts (ACELT1608)

Creating literature
Create literary texts using realistic and fantasy 
settings and characters that draw on the worlds 
represented in texts students have experienced 
(ACELT1612)

Interacting with others
Clarify understanding of content as it unfolds in 
formal and informal situations, connecting ideas 
to students’ own experiences and present and 
justify a point of view (ACELY1699)

Use interaction skills, for example paraphrasing, 
questioning and interpreting non-verbal cues and 
choose vocabulary and vocal effects appropriate 
for different audiences and purposes (ACELY1796)

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating
Analyse how text structures and language 
features work together to meet the purpose of a 
text (ACELY1711)

Navigate and read texts for specific purposes 
applying appropriate text processing strategies, 
for example predicting and confirming, 
monitoring meaning, skimming and scanning 
(ACELY1702)

Use comprehension strategies to analyse 
information, integrating and linking ideas from a 
variety of print and digital sources (ACELY1703)

YEAR 6 ENGLISH

LANGUAGE LITERATURE LITERACY

Creating literature
Create literary texts that adapt or combine 
aspects of texts students have experienced in 
innovative ways (ACELT1618)

Experiment with text structures and language 
features and their effects in creating literary 
texts, for example, using imagery, sentence 
variation, metaphor and word choice 
(ACELT1800)

Interacting with others
Participate in and contribute to discussions, 
clarifying and interrogating ideas, developing 
and supporting arguments, sharing and 
evaluating information, experiences and opinions 
(ACELY1709)

YEAR 2 HISTORY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING SKILLS

The past in the present
The history of a significant person, building, site or part of the natural 
environment in the local community and what it reveals about the past 
(ACHHK044)

The importance today of an historical site of cultural or spiritual 
significance; for example, a community building, a landmark, a war memorial 
(ACHHK045)

YEAR 3 HISTORY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING SKILLS

ONE important example of change and ONE important example of 
continuity over time in the local community, region or state/territory; for 
example, in relation to the areas of transport, work, education, natural and 
built environments, entertainment, daily life (ACHHK061)

The role that people of diverse backgrounds have played in the 
development and character of the local community (ACHHK062)

Historical questions and research
Identify sources (ACHHS215)

Analysis and use of sources
Locate relevant information from sources provided (ACHHS068)

YEAR 3 HISTORY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING SKILLS

ONE important example of change and ONE important example of 
continuity over time in the local community, region or state/territory; for 
example, in relation to the areas of transport, work, education, natural and 
built environments, entertainment, daily life (ACHHK061)

The role that people of diverse backgrounds have played in the 
development and character of the local community (ACHHK062)

Historical questions and research
Identify sources (ACHHS215)

Analysis and use of sources

Locate relevant information from sources provided (ACHHS068)
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YEAR 4 HISTORY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING SKILLS

Historical questions and research
Identify sources (ACHHS216)

Analysis and use of sources
Locate relevant information from sources provided (ACHHS084

YEAR 5 HISTORY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING SKILLS

Historical questions and research
Identify and locate a range of relevant sources (ACHHS101)

Analysis and use of sources
Locate information related to inquiry questions in a range of sources 
(ACHHS102)

Compare information from a range of sources (ACHHS103)

YEAR 6 HISTORY

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING SKILLS

Historical questions and research
dentify and locate a range of relevant sources (ACHHS120)

Analysis and use of sources
Locate information related to inquiry questions in a range of sources  
(ACHHS121)

Compare information from a range of sources  (ACHHS122)

YEAR  3 AND 4 HEALTH

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH STRAND

Contributing to healthy and active communities
Research own heritage and cultural identities, and explore strategies to respect and value diversity (ACPPS042)

Being healthy, safe and active
Identify and practise strategies to promote health, safety and wellbeing (ACPPS036)

YEAR  5 AND 6 HEALTH

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH STRAND

Being healthy, safe and active
Plan and practise strategies to promote health, safety and wellbeing (ACPPS054)

YEAR 5 ECONOMICS/BUSINESS

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING STRAND ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS SKILL STRAND

Types of resources (natural, human, capital) and the ways societies use them 
in order to satisfy the needs and wants of present and future generations 
(ACHEK002)

Interpretation and analysis
Sort data and information into categories (ACHES005)

YEAR 6 ECONOMICS/BUSINESS

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING STRAND ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS SKILL STRAND

How the concept of opportunity cost involves choices about the 
alternative use of resources and the need to consider trade-offs 
(ACHEK009)

The effect that consumer and financial decisions can have on the individual, 
the broader community and the environment (ACHEK010)

Interpretation and analysis
Sort data and information into categories (ACHES013)

YEAR 3 CIVICS

INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

Questioning and research
Pose questions about the society in which they live (ACHCS004) 

Work in groups to identify issues, possible solutions and a plan for action (ACHCS008)

Problem solving and decision making

Interact with others with respect, share views and recognise there are different points of view (ACHCS007) 
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YEAR 4 CIVICS

INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

Questioning and research
Pose questions about the society in which they live (ACHCS015)

Work in groups to identify issues, possible solutions and a plan for action (ACHCS019)

YEAR 5 CIVICS

INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

Problem solving and decision making

Interact with others with respect, identify different points of view and share personal perspectives and opinions (ACHCS031)

Work in groups to identify issues and develop possible solutions and a plan for action using decision making processes (ACHCS032)

YEAR 6 CIVICS

INQUIRY AND SKILLS STRAND

Problem solving and decision making

Interact with others with respect, identify different points of view and share personal perspectives and opinions (ACHCS043)

Work in groups to identify issues and develop possible solutions and a plan for action using decision making processes (ACHCS044)

The Sustainability Curriculum linkages are intended to provide guidance on how the program links to education for sustainability 
and within the Australian Curriculum 

SUSTAINABILITY CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK LINKS

YEAR LEVEL SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PROCESSES KNOWLEDGE OF ECOLOGICAL AND 
HUMAN SYSTEMS

Years 
3 to 6

• Exploring a sustainability issue

• Assessing the current situation

• Life cycles

• Ecosystems and local environments

• Change in living systems

• Methods of assessing ecological sustainability 

• Processes of historical change

• Materials and production

• Built environment 

• Agriculture and food

Years
7 to 10

• Identifying a sustainability issue

• Making an overarching assessment

• Living things

• Major forms of life

• Biochemistry

• Ecosystem and ecosystem relationships

• Evolution of life and the biosphere

• Materials and production

• Built environment technologies

• Transport

• Agriculture and food production

PHASES OF LEARNING

EARLY PHASE OF LEARNING
This program supports outcomes in the early years through hands on interactive and sensory activities as well as developing 
reflective and decision making strategies 

MIDDLE PHASE OF LEARNING
This program provides an opportunity for learning experiences that encourage students to challenge their current knowledge 
and grow their investigative skills   This learning experience promotes deep thinking and further enhances their reflective skills 
and connection to their world 
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